MODERN FAIRY STORIES

The Block Of Flats

: ! Y here was once a block of flats, an H-block if you like. Now this block
of flats was not happy with his existence. He was very lonely. He was
an old block, you see, and one of the first of his kind, and he had no

friends. There were lots of houses and banks and things, of course, but he was

bigger than them, and they were frightened of him, and kept away from him. I

say he, because he is a he. He thinks and he exists. Poor thing. How would you

like to be a tall block, with no

friends, and little people inside [‘How would you like to be a tall

you painting you, sticking . . .
things into your sides, knocking | 0lock, with no friends, and little

parts of you down, and walking | people inside you painting you,
all over you? It is not very pleas- sticking things into your sides,

ant, that’s for sure. Anyway, .
Harry (that’s my nickname for knocking parts of you down,

him, because he’s an H-block), and walking all over you?’
Harry had a surprise one day
when the architect who designed him, came around to see him. Of course, Jim
(the architect) didn’t know that Harry could think just like him; he just came
to see if Harry was well.

While Jim was checking Harry over, Harry heard him saying to his
workmate that he was constructing a new type of block. A totally new, unheard
of design, with lots of coloured paint and a new kind of outside lift. Harry was
sure that this block would be a she-block but what Harry was so excited about
was that Jim said that the building contractors had chosen and bought a piece
of land right next to Harry! Harry was so happy that he smiled all the next day,
and passers-by later said that they had never seen a block of flats with so many
windows open! Days, weeks and months passed without any sign of building,
but then, seven months after Harry had first heard Jim speaking about the new
flats, building began. When the new, bright and sparklingly clean block of flats
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® Chantler Interview

® Saving Guy's

® Liaison Psychiatry



