Curriculum Vitae for Michael Cuffaro

Email: cuffaro(at)alumni.concordia.ca
LANGUAGES

English (spoken, written), French (spoken), Italian (spoken).

ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE

AREAS OF INTEREST

History and Philosophy of Science, Metaphysics and Epistemology, Moral and Political Philosophy, Kant.

EDUCATION

Ph. D., Philosophy. University of Western Ontario. Projected Completion Date: September 2012.

M.A., Philosophy. Concordia University (Montreal, Quebec), 2008.

B. CompSci., Computer Science. Concordia University (Montreal, Quebec), 2000.

M.A. THESIS

A Metaphysically Neutral Theory of Singular Scientific Explanation.

Supervisor: Dr. Gregory Lavers.

PUBLICATIONS

“Nativist Models of the Mind.” GNOSIS, no. IX.3 (2008), http://alcor.concordia.ca/~gnosis/vol_ix_3/Michael_Cuffaro.pdf

“Which Rights are Basic Rights.” GNOSIS, no. IX.1 (2008), http://alcor.concordia.ca/~gnosis/vol_ix_1/MichaelCuffaro.pdf

ACADEMIC CONFERENCES

May 2008: Concepts of Identity and Difference. 5th Annual Colloquium of the Concordia University Graduate Philosophy Students' Association. Paper presented: Nativist Models of the Mind. (see citation above).

May 2007:  Justice in Theory and Practice. 4th Annual Colloquium of the Concordia University Graduate Philosophy Students' Association. Paper presented: Which Rights are Basic Rights? (see citation above).

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

September 2008 – May 2009: Grader, Introduction to Logic. University of Western Ontario.

January 2008 – May 2008: Grader, Introduction to Epistemology. Concordia University.

September 2007 – December 2007: Conference/tutorial leader and grader, Critical Thinking. Concordia University. I was responsible for leading two mandatory tutorial sessions of approximately 30 students each (in addition to my grading duties).

2000 – 2005: One of my duties as a software developer (see the Professional Experience section below) was to occasionally travel to customer locations in Mexico, Canada, and the United States in order to conduct training sessions for network and RF engineers on how to use the software developed by my development team. My classes typically consisted of between 5 and 10 students and typically lasted three complete days (I.e., from 9AM – 4:30PM).

Professional and Academic Societies:

· North American Kant Society (NAKS). Member since 2007.

· Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE). Member since 2000.

OTHER ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE

Student Associations: Member of the Concordia Graduate Philosophy Students' Association: reviewer (one of seven) and webmaster for the GNOSIS graduate philosophy students' online journal.

Software Projects:

· I modified an operating system kernel written in C++ and designed to run on a simulated MIPS processor (Microprocessor without Interlocked Pipeline Stages); I implemented a prioritized, pre-emptive multi-level round-robin time sharing strategy, message-passing between processes, thread management, and semaphores at the user-level.

· I worked with a team of five fellow students to design and engineer a white-box testing tool using the Waterfall Life-Cycle Model.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

September 2005 – September 2008

Software Developer

Radialpoint

2050 Bleury, Suite 300

Montreal, Quebec H3A 2J5

Tel: (514) 286-2636

· C++ and Java/J2EE application development, database administration and database development (PL/SQL, MySQL stored procedures, and Perl).

· Cognos Framework Manager and Reports Studio reports development.

· Of special note: For much of my time at Radialpoint, I was the primary administrator and developer for a large production MySQL data warehouse consisting of hundreds of millions of records. The data warehouse was a higher level database sitting on a lower level layer from which we fetched and processed approximately 4,000,000 records per day. I was responsible for keeping the fetch/processing time at an acceptable level, maintaining and optimizing the database indexes, maintaining rolling backups of the database and maintaining a retention strategy for the database.

May 2000 - September 2005

Software Developer

Ericsson Research Canada

8400 Decarie

Montreal, Quebec H4P 2N2

Tel: (514) 738-8300

· From January 2004 to September 2005, I developed real-time software (mostly written in C++) for the Air Interface Manager component of the BSC (Base Station Controller) node (for the CDMA-2000 Wireless Communication Standard).

· From May 2000 - January 2004, I developed Performance Management applications to report on the performance of TDMA cellular networks.

· I used the Java and C/C++ programming languages to help develop and maintain parsers (I.e., the parsing of events recorded by network equipment and the insertion of these events into a database).

· I used various third-party-products as a front-end to our reporting products: BusinessObjects, Informatica Powermart Client/Server, Sybase ASE, etc.

· I travelled to various customer sites (Lake Mary FL, Mexico City, Rochester NY, Austin TX, Jackson MS, Toronto ON) to give training sessions to network and RF engineers on the performance management software developed by my team (I prepared a 3 day course for each site).

· I functioned, during product rollout periods, as a 3rd line support agent and was called upon to interact directly with Ericsson customers both on and off site.

· At Ericsson I gained experience in the following areas: Software development and design (C++, Perl, and Java), Database development and administration (Sybase), Real-time programming (C++), Function testing, System testing, Customer support (3rd line), Product integration, and Technical writing (I was involved in the production of user manuals).

INTERESTS AND HOBBIES

Jazz, Blues, Classical Music, Rock & Roll (I have been playing the bass guitar since the age of 12 and have been performing live since the age of 16), Team Sports (e.g. floor hockey and soccer), Writing, Reading (primarily the classics - some of my favourite authors are: Dickens, Blake, Milton, Homer, Shakespeare), History (especially European).

REFERENCES

Available upon request.

