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Packet #1: “Tech’s Tyranny Provokes Revolt”

Author: Edward Iwata

1.) The main idea of this article is that some people in America are sick of technology “consuming people’s lives” and want to live a simpler, “less stressful” life.

2.) The author uses several facts to support this main idea.  Iwata states that 29 million U.S. adults stopped using this Internet this year, and that 108 million do not plan to go online at all.  He also says that 47% of American consumers are “technology pessimists” who are “hostile or ambivalent toward high-tech products.”

3.) There are several flaws in this article.  Throughout the article, the author uses quotes from people who contend that “the machines are winning” and that “technology is running us into the ground.”  The problem is, it’s not the technology’s fault.  It’s the people who use it.  They make a conscious choice to be consumed by this technology – to carry around a cell phone 24/7 or to bring a laptop along with them on vacation.

4.) I disagree with the author’s position.  Yes, technology has reached deeply into our lives, but it doesn’t consume us on its own.  It doesn’t “invade our lives day and night, chaining us to our computers and sapping our humanity.  We let it do that to us.  And as far as technology being too intimidating, that’s incorrect.  Computer and software companies understand that not everyone is a programmer.  That’s why software gets more and more user-friendly every day.  And if people don’t want to check any of this new technology out because they denounce technology in general, well, that’s their loss.

