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Overview of Proposed Unit:

Situated in a typical high school English course at the sophomore or senior levels, In the Time of Butterflies by Julia Alvarez will be the basis for discussion and analysis of culture and history in the Dominican Republic as contrasted with American experience.  Students will be engaged in activities in which they will identify, explain, and support their ideas on the role of the citizen and the role of the human.

Rationale:

This novel, which technically is historical fiction, has become tantamount to nonfiction in relaying the life story of the Mirabal sisters.  Their underground work to overthrow Trujillo and Trujillo's successful plot of having them killed inspired Dominicans both in gaining their freedom and in fighting against violence towards women.  While an excellently written work, allowing students to see a different style of telling a story and involving the reader, the historical events and social implications cannot be ignored.  A study of culture and beliefs of a citizen must be included.

Literature to be included in review:

Interdisciplinary literature as a whole

Parker, W. C. et. al. (1999). "Educating World Citizends: Toward Multinational Curriculum Development." American Educational Research Journal. American Educational Research Association: Washington, D. C. Vol. 36, No. 2, pp. 117-145.

As opposed to general content integration, this study focuses on developing curriculum that includes a perspective of the world as a whole.  Implications for unit would include the portrayal of the Dominican Republic not only to its citizens but also to the world.

English perspective of interdisciplinary education, primarily with social studies

National Council of Teachers of English (2000).  "NCTE/IRA Standards for the English Language Arts" [WWW document]. National Council of Teachers of English.  Same as author.  World Wide Web document: http://www.ncte.org/standards

These standards encourage the use of literature from other countries and a variety of practices to aid the student in becoming a critical thinker.

Alvermann, D. E. & Phelps, S. F. (1998).  Content Reading and Literacy.  Allyn and Bacon: Boston.

A current text about developing reading skills across content areas, the authors repeatedly assert the importance of interdisciplinary approaches, of cultural awareness, and of developing life long readers.

Social studies perspective of interdisciplinary education 

National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS). (1994). SocialStudies.org | Standards: Table of Contents [WWW document]. Socialstudies.org | National Council for the Social Studies.  Washington, D.C.: Same as author.  Retrieved October 1, 2000 from the World Wide Web: http://www.socialstudies.org/standards/toc.html

An analysis of the threads appropriate to this unit will guide development of issues from a social studies perspective.

Additional journal articles have been marked for application.  Since the development of the unit is still in its infancy, all areas of research have not yet been considered.

· Outline of Development of Unit

· Creation of objectives that cover English goals, Social Studies goals, and Combined goals

· Gathering resources to support objectives

· Application of research 

· Outline unit

· Design specific activities

· Synthesis into work of art

