AN EXPOSILON, ald FeEr S0rial 1 esSUITIONYy. )

E. Read

ARE WE LOOKING FOR THE KIND OF GUIDANCE
DISPLAYED BY A RADIO CONTROLLED CAR?

As we g@proach the subjed of guidance we need to bea in mind that
guidanceis nat an end in itself. For the Christian, the perfedly guided life, is
that in which we ae least aware of the guidance, and most aware of the GUIDE.
Read Ps 32 and you will seethat this Guidance which God has promised, is
God invalving Himself in the lives of His people in as close fellowship as they
will permit. It is for thase who by His grace know the blessdness of sins
forgiven, and who remain open and horest with God. At times it involves His
heary hand d chastening uponHis children, until it brings them to repentance,
forgiveness cleansing and restoration to the joy of fell owship with Him.

To know that God hes a plan for our lives, and will guide us, is good Better
gtill i s a heat's desire to knov Him and His will, and to set out to doit. But
there remains a desperate need to UNDERSTAND how God has chosen to
make His will known to us, so that walking with Him bemmes a daily
experience Ladk of that understanding is wreding lives, nat only with the
casual deasions of youngconwerts, but aso with deasions made by professed
spiritual leaders with a high pubic profile, who have agonised for manifest
Holy Sprit guidance Their basic aror isthat of Naaman, in 2Ki 5:11-12. They
have gproadched the whole matter from the point of view of WHAT THEY
THINK IT OUGHT TO BE, what THEY WANT it to be, both as to method,
and pupose, and IGNORED what Scripture reveds as being God's way of
guiding.
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right, and good withou hesitation, and nd waste time and intellecdua or
emotional energy fretting ower making dedsions to do what they know they
ought to da"

. The PLAIN WORDS OF SCRIPTURE give spedfic diredions for many
situations. It is our businessto set ourselves to lean what Scripture says. If nat
aware of arelevant Scripture we shoud ask the help of those who knav God's
word better than we do. When God hes goken, it isinsolent for a child of God
to argue, or ask Him for guidance- He has already given Hisverdict. Yet | know
of a diild of God who hed orcelived enthusiasticdly and saaificialy for Him,
and claimed spedaaular miraaulous answers to praye, learing her Christian
husband, to live with ancther woman's husband, excusing her adion by saying
that she had asked God to tell her if it would be wrong, AND HE HAD NOT
DONE SO!

Sadly, it may take yeas before God's KINDNESSIin such commands as "Be
not unequally yoked with unkelievers,” or "Thou shalt not commit adultery,”
becomes obvious to al. But, His loving kindness IS THERE al thetime. It is
for usto trust His love, and wisdom in making His laws, and trust His power to
enable usto doHiswill. We shoud na nedl hitter experiences to tead us that.

- Many feaures of modern life ae not mentioned in the Bible, but from
what is written there we can gasp SCRIPTURAL PRINCIPLES that will
enable usto know and dothe will of God. eg. In 1953we encouraged a Brother,
Elias Kerr, to take the Gospel to an isolated Maori settlement. Before long the
R.C. Priest dso began to visit there just ahead of him to warn the people nat to
listen to him. One day &s Elias drove out there he foundthe Priest's car suck in
the ditch. Instead of rejoicing that the Lord had handicgpped his 1ival, he ated
on Ex 235 "Help upthe assof him that hateth thee" With his help, the ca was
soon kadk on the road. The Priest gat there first. It so happened (and God
doesn't guaranteeit will) that he receved a grea welcome from everyone that
day, and the priest nolonger hindered hisvisits.



Alm aoes anytning exist, Lol L:15-1/. 1IN the next verses Faul goes on 10 maxke
clea, thisis relevant to ead individual believer, his guilty past, God's gradous
intervention in it, and hs present resporsibility to live to the glory of God in
every situation, moment by moment.

- God's children are dways totaly under God's cae - nothing in Heaven,
eath, or hell can, even momentarily, SEPARATE us from His love, Rom 8:31-
39. As we lean from Job, God sets the limits on ou painful testing, and ower-
rulesit al for our ultimate good And thereis no pashility that WE can sne&k
anything past Him either - our bodes being the temples of God the Holy Spirit,
1 Cor 6:19.

We shall ALL reg the harvest of ALL we sow, Gal 6:7-10. The sowing
process involves our every word o adion, and culminates with ou being
totally manifested/ displayad at the judgment sea of Christ. This is a strong
incentive for us to want to know the will of God, andto dg every moment what
pleases Him, 2 Cor 5:7-10. Andthisisdore, asit saysthere, only "BY FAITH."

- To "Live by Faith,” means that we accet "THE FAITH" delivered orce
and for al to the saints, Jude 3, as God's full and final word for us in all
situations. Seaondy we trust ourselves to the God whois reveded in Scripture,
and to His will, aiming at living daily in the love of our Lord and in oledient
fell owship with Him, John 1510. Rom 14:23 makes it clea that anything less
than dangwhat we believe Godwants usto dg, is sn.

It's easy to say "Of course, that's taken for granted, but my problem is..."
Sary NO! It must not be taken for granted. Guidance isn't a magic pill for
moments of conscious scknessor nedl. It isamatter of SHRITUAL HEALTH
enjoyed, as hedth awaysis, largely unconsciously, and maintained by ahedthy
lifestyle. To experience God's guidance withou the painful "bit and kridle" of
Ps 32 we nedl to live aGod-oriented life. Such alife is maintained by regular
and adequate time spent with the Lord, in HisWord, andin praye.



- God hes designed and produced ead ore of us, over-ruling ou heredity,
environment, etc and we live in His inescgpable presence Ps 139.1-18. He has
shaped and equipped ead of us for a spedfic role in His eternal purposes - Er
1:4-5, 1 Cor 12:18, etc. He works in ead Believer to enable us to WANT to
please Him, and enable us to DO His will. Redising this shoud mean that we
seek to please Him with something d the joyful awe "Fea and trembling," of a
four yea old grl privileged to cary Mother's best cup filled with teato an
honoued guest, Phl 2:12-13. It is slutary to seein the verses that follow what
marks out those who arein fad doing His will .

This oud produce onfident peace awe ncentrate on kegping ou eyes
on the Lord, as we tadkle the normal routines of ead day, expeding further
diredions to come from Him, withou fretting abou them. But if in human
unbelief and folly we begin to demand that we FEEL His working in us to
WILL, and FEEL Him working in and through s, and FEEL certain that we
KNOW what we shoudd do rext, the very knowledge of His gradous,
wonderful involvement in ou liveswill produce panic, rather than peace

The moment we take our eyes off the Lord, and dred them at ourselves, our
fedings, our consciousnessof guidance, our importancein the matter, we begin
to fret - "God's glory and MY FULFILMENT are invalved. It's vita that |
shoudd KNOW at every moment predsely what God's will i s, and DO it. But,
it's © bewildering. If only | KNEW WHAT GOD's WILL WAS, I'd doit. |
must NOT DO ANYTHING until I'm sure!™

Often we ae tempted to say.
IF ONLY | COULD FIND HISWILL,
MY TROUBLES WOULD BE OVER!

That's NONSENSE. It is not God's will that we shoud be dways aure of His
detailed will . His concern is that we be WILLING to doHis will, and commit
ourselvesto dangwhat we dready know to dg Phil 3:16.



2 Cor 3:18, ensures that we stumbling infants learn to WALK, step by step, by
FAITH, 2 Cor 5:7.

And it simply isn't true that if only we knew the will of God we'd have no
problems -that's blasphemous nonsense, suggesting that God was failing ws. He
says that if we ae WILLING TO DO HS WILL, we shal know what to
believe, John 717. And if our heats are willi ng, whatever we offer to Him is
acceptable and accepted, 2 Cor 8:12.

Does that make it seam all the more bewil dering? It neednt be.

WE ARE NOT FACED WITH A TRACKLE SSWILDERNESS
OF INFINITE CHOICES

- IT'S NOT A WILDERNESS God made it, and He made us for it,
perfedly equipping ws to discover and doHis will, and lbecome what He wants
usto be. (Mind youthat's not to say it is easy or painless The "FALL" was one
step df the diff edge that took us alongway down. The provision d the path
bad cost God the Son His being made sin for us, so that we could be made
righteous in Him. Leaning to experience this righteousnessin fell owship with
Him, is gep by step badk up alongand painful climb - lightened by the Lord's
patient presence and help. If life seems a mazeto you, chee up! The Lord
designed that mazefor the spedfic purpose of giving you the dhanceto lean to
share life with Him, and become like Him, as you make asuccesson d choices
to doso.

- IT'SNOT TRACKLESS- THERE IS A MAP- God's Word. But make
sure you hdd it right way up - God and His will at the top, where North stands
on eath's maps. If you pu SELF at the top and try to use the map to work out
from it how to get what YOU want, you shoud be disappanted! It gives us the
record of the paths trodden by the Saints of God, and abowve dl by The Lord
Himself.



God's Universe is a MORAL and rational one. We live in a world of
predictable Cause & Effed, Sowving & Reguing - Incidentally, it was becaise
the Christianised Western World believed this that they done in the history of
mankind were ale to make mncerted scientific progress If youwant a aop d
carots, you sow carot seel.

If you want quarrelsome, unprincipled children, who will despise their
parents, and adults in general, al you reed to do as parents is to ke
quarrelling in front of them, spe&k criticdly of ead aher, and connve & their
decaving d the other parent. Since the "Fall" the results can be guaranteel
when we set aBAD example, as human nature is wil fully blind to the longterm
disaster caused by the pleasure of giving way right now to greed, lust, anger,
spite, cowardice, or pride. Thisworld is full of ESAUS.

GUIDANCE QUESTION: What will be the reasonalde, likely
consequence of thisaction? Will it be what GOD WANTS?Or at a lower levéd
- Will 1 be happy with the harvest? (Swch "Guidance Questions' will be placed
at the end d each sedion to help us ask the question which will focus our
thoughs andso help us eHiswill i n the matter dealt with.)

We have been given a ROLE to playin this world. that role was st out
right at the beginning, Gen 1:26.

(a) to RULE, have dominion, take responsibility for what is going onround
abou us in the whole of creaion. Sowhen driving throughthe Lewis Pass we
find a bouder on the road, we dont have to pray "Lord shall | run into it, or
drive roundit?' We KNOW to drive roundit, watching for oncoming traffic.
AND we know to park safely and roll it out of the way of others. WE dare not
ignae afalen eledric power line, smoke seging ou under the eaes of a
neighbou's house, a suffering animal, a screaming child, or a shop-lifting ore,
or abully. We know that we ae resporsible to dosomething abou it. We ARE
our brother's kegoer, and answerable to God for what happens to the animals,
plants, fish, etc.



Ine same Is true in any occupation, and GUD EAFEC 1511 OF Us. 1he Lord
Himself showed the way, as He "Went abou DOING GOOD!' Acts 10:38. So
"Let us do goodto ALL men, and espeaaly to the househadld of faith,” Gal
6:10.

GUIDANCE QUESTION: In what way does God want me to use my
strength andintelli genceto fulfil my rolein this stuation?

(c) Findly, the genera statement that in God's sght it is not goodfor us to
live done, Gen 218 reads to be noted as we facequestions about our life in
relation to ahers. And, spedficdly we dont neead to ask whether we shoud
hold ou marriages lightly, or whether we shoud look to the family and friends
we grew up with for suppat against our spowse. "LEAVE & CLEAVE," 2:24,
God says bluntly. If we fail to do this, we will face His judgment on ou
rebellion against HIS will, aswell as be the author of much disaster and dstress
inlife here.

The"Fall" cancds nore of our obligationsto ou Creaor and His credion - it
sharpens them. The NEEDS bkecane desperate. The blessng d Redemption in
Christ sharpens them, still more, providing as it does the new nature, grace ad
strength to med the nedls.

Gen 316-19 gves us men the dternatives - WORK, OR STARVE! Unlike
the fish and creeging things that have nore to RULE/ TAKE
RESPONSIBILITY for them, Hab 1:14, God says, THAT, is the husband/
father's rle anong men. He is to take loving initi ative, thougt, and adion for
those under his care, Eph. 5:22-33. In fad "If any man PROVIDE NOT FOR
HIS OWN, heisworse than an infidel, he has denied the faith,” 1 Tim 5:8.

Us men do nd have to ask God for guidance a to whether we shoud med
the physicd, spiritual, or socia needs of our family. Our Lord condemned those
who petended that GIVING TO GOD, excused them from their family
obligation, Mk 7:9-13. Besides, HUSBAND, Isa 54:4-10, and FATHER Mt
6:26-33; Eph 314-15, etc, are names belongngto God. Our behaviour in those
roles commends thaose aspeds of God, to ou family, or not.



Titus 2:3-5 requires older women to offer, and younger women to accept,
help in mastering the skill s of living in loving friendship- Phileo with husband
and children.

GUIDANCE QUESTION: Which option will isolate me from others?
Which best fulfil my God-given rolein relation to those who are " My own?"
Will thisaction COMMEND God to those for whom | am His representative?

LIFEISNOT TRACKLESS THERE ISA MAP

(And some rather detail ed instructions gowithit.)

- SCRIPTURE. We have alongreard of God's dedings with men, and the
consequences. This record has been compiled by our al-wise God for the
spedfic purpose of providing ws with teating examples, 1 Cor 10:1-13. We
have no excuse for repeaing their mistakes, or for failing to imitate their right
choices, for the mnsequences are on reard. Thisis part of the benefit we reg
as those "On whom the fulfil ment of the ayes has come.”

- THE LIFE OF CHRIST. Better than laws, types, examples, and general
principles are the Gospels. They ae the record of GODS WILL FOR
MANKIND WALKING THIS EARTH, for more than 30 yeas, eding and
drinking, working and resting, rejoicing and sorrowing, popuar and regeded,
praised and despised, spesing and being silent, sharing life with a adoss dion
of humanity. ALL in perfed unlbroken fellowship with the Father in Hearen as
the expressvisible image of His person. God's will for usin our daily living
IS A PERSON - how heat warming! And He invites us to deny self, take up
our cross daily, andto follow HIM, Matt 16:23-26. And, in Christ, He provides
al we ned for this, andit is Christ Himself who iswith us as we respond Matt
28:18-20.

How sad it is that we somehow seem to hanker after the kind d guidance
provided for radio-controlled toy cas, and sigh "If only my madhinery was st



GUIDANCE QUESITONI IT1 cnoasetnis, or that, wnat bibiiCal Character
will 1 be following? Above all will it conform to the pattern of life that my
Lord dsplayed? (eg 1 Pet 2:21-24.)

MIRACLESAND THEIR PLACE IN RELATION TO THE MAP

ThereisaMAP, BUT AREYOU AND | USING IT? That demands iritual,
rational, and moral effort. It's easy to sit badk and say, for instance, "If only
God would GUIDE ME. | want a mirade LORD! THEN, al my problems
would be over."

Well? God DOES work mirades - He struck the dains off Peter in prison,
opened the doars, put the guards to sleg - But Peter had to pu his own shoes
on, stand up put his coat on, walk out, and then was left to make up hs mind
whereto ga Acts 12,

God ISin the mirade business but is that what you reed right now? God hes
promised "WISDOM" if we know we ned it, and ask. The toll free "HOT
LINE" is open, aways. BUT, just as manufadurers who guarantee ther
product, and dfer foll ow-up gudance ato its assembly and use, exped usto at
lesst READ the instructions that come with it, and TRY to follow them,
BEFORE asking for help -- s0, in John 157, answers to praye are adured to
those who "Abide in Christ,” whase "Word abides in them." The least we can
doisto "In ou heats st apart Christ as LORD," 1 Pet 3:15, and set our heats
and minds to lean His will by leaning what God's Word says. And with the
Holy Sprit's help lean to apply it - not waiting urtil an emergency need arises,
either. Having abook onswimming lessonsin your pocket when the boat sinks,
Isn't much use. Waiting urtil your lifeisin aserious messis even more tragic.

It ISNATURAL for usto want spedaaular guidance, unmistakable asaurance
of Hiswill - and | might add it would be QUOTABLE AND CONVINCING
TO OTHERS, and competitive with theirs. How easlly it could feed assrtive
and competitive PRIDE. While my lips murmured piously of the Lord's graceto
me, my heat and my manner could have been shouing "SEE I'M RIGHT,
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Family Life Enrichment Seminar,” from Genesis. (Marriage and family life
ARE intended to berich andjoyful, 1 Tim 6:17; 4:1-5.)

GOD has granted a MIRACLE baby - Isaac- to geriatrics. He is brought up
by Abraham the Friend d God, to be fully aware of God's wonderful promises,
and hs placein the scheme of Salvation. As a teenager, God hes dramaticdly
taught Isaac the neal to yield his life to Him, and to receve it badk in
resurredion from the dead, when a substitute dies for him. God hes provided
Isaacwith awife, by a dea answer to praye for guidance. And to remind them
of His placein their lives, and the importance of their children, only after along
wait, God miraaulously provides them with sons. Miraaulously God answers
Rebekah's request for information, and tells them which son is to inherit the
covenant promise and Hessng.

With al that dired intervention by God, how could anything passbly go
wrong The moment comes when ISAAC is to exercise his grea spiritua role
and to pubicly associate himself with the passng on ¢ the Covenant Promise
and Blessng d God, andto doall he can to help his siccessor take up that role
worthily before God. It shouddnt have been hard to get it right- only two sonsto
choose between, and Rebekah could na have failed to mention that God had
chosen HER favourite, Jaab.

How does Isaac prepare for this supreme moment? Praya? Saaifice?
Meditation onGod's Grace ad pomises? Well no, what he FEELS he neals to
doit properly is a med of stewed venison! He enjoys dewed venison, and the
son who gets gewed venison for him is the one who deserves the BLESSNG!
He needed another med of it first. (Maybe the value Esau placed ona med of
lentil soup/ hisbirthright isn't surprising, Gen 2529-34.)

What does REBEKAH do? Trust God, and her husband, and remind hm
what God hes said onthe subjed? No, she wasn't as good at deeg stalking as
Esau, but she was an expert cook, and could cook gat med so that Isaac
couldnt tell it from venison stew. It wasn't worth the bother usually, as Isaac
spedks of venison stew as gedal. But she'd doit to decave her husband, and



erredas.

And Rebekah, poa woman, becaise she gat what she wanted by her own
efforts, faced with the reward of having ore son murdered and the other a
murderer, had to doam herself to never see @ain in thislife her favourite son. If
only Rebekah had been prepared to cook her husband's favourite med more
often, andtalk over God's purpases for their sons. If only Isaachad been willi ng
to listen to his wife. (Maybe in modern hames they ae still closely conneded!)
If only they had leaned na to play favourites with their sons.

If only EVERY CHRISTIAN PARENT WOULD READ THE STORY AND
LEARN FROM IT THAT EVEN A SUCCESION OF GODS
MIRACULOUS INTERVENTIONS IN A FAMILY can dolittl e for those who
wont lean to want and se&k His will .

GUIDANCE QUESTIONS. As | ask God for help to know His will for my
family, am | USING the help He has already provided in the person o my
spouse? Parents? Children? Will | be happy if theyfollow my prioritiesin the
choice I'm making. As | look to God to lay His hand uponmy family, am |
wriggling out from under the responsibiliti es He has made plain to me?

BEWARE OF BEING MANOEUVERED INTO A CHECKMATE

It is 2 easy to ignare the need of praye for guidance, and oledienceto what
we know, until it i stoo late. Little dedsions made lightly may dlow oneto drift
into a position where even the Grace of God Almighty can righteously save
only afew shreds for Glory, 1 Cor 3:12-15.

One of the most distressng jokes | know is abou the motoring tourist lost in
thewilds of rural Ireland asking alocd how to get to Dublin. It runs"Sure now,
and youll be driving straight ahead to the aoss ads, turning right and gang
over the hill till ye get to the stream. Crossit and dive on davn the valey - Do
you understand? NO? Well maybe yed better turn right badk and when you
come to the pulic howse, turn left .." Finally &fter trying ore long set of



rom wnicn It will pe &aser 10r me 1o see tne rurtiner wili or God« IS my
choicealogical step ahead onthe Heavenward road?

WE DO NOT FACE AN INFINITE NUMBER OF
ALTERNATIVES

Always there ae two, and two ony - the same two - athoughwe may cal
them by a variety of names. "What | FEEL like doing/ what | susped |
OUGHT to da" "The SENSIBLE alternative/ the SACRIFICIAL one" "What
EVERYBODY DOES the unreasonable demands of Scripture.”" "What makes
sense to us youngfolks/ what the ELDERS PARENTS PREACHERS exped.”
OR "What us oldies FEEL COMFORTABLE with/ what these youngstirrers
demand!” "What will preserve sef - self image, reputation, popuarity,
importance’ what will crucify self.

Behind every convenient smoke-screen, it bols down simply to ME, or
CHRIST, God a the Devil, Sowing to the FLESH, or the SARIT Gal 5:13-26;
6:7-10.

Scripture is plain and Hunt: keep life for self= lose it forever. Yield life to
Christ= have it and Him for ever. Gain the world= lose one's soul, Mk 8:34-38.
Se&k FIRST the Kingdam of God and His rnghteousness and have dl else
desirable alded, Mt 6:33. Delight self in the Lord, and ke GIVEN the desires of
our heat, Ps 37:4, in God's goodtime and way.

GUIDANCE QUESTION: Which of the TWO alternatives lie at the back
of the dhoicel am making? Do | WANT to choose God' s will i n evey spedfic
deasion, or only in general? If the latter, it will not be possble to do so,
without the former.

This is smple and straightforward in Scripture, but how complicaed the
world, the flesh, and the devil make it sean. And NO, IT DOESN'T
AUTOMATICALLY GET EASIER WITH AGE & BIBLE LEARNING! We
may merely get better at pious sif-decetion, and frauduent evasion d the
plain words of Scripture. Trusting in ou God-given wisdom acquired ower
yeas of His faithfulnesscan sean a desirable dternative to humbling ouselves



for guidance

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, famous U.S.A. Scientist, schdar etc. records a
crisisin hislife which sadly seans to have sent him safely on hs way to Hell.
He'd been brought up to be avegetarian. As a youth on a fishing bat he
watched hungily as his companions feasted onfish day dter day, until one day
he though "These fish ea eat ather so why shoudnt | ea them!" Fair enough
too, but, as he wrote," | gave thanks to Almighty God, that He had creaed man

with the intelli gence neaded to be &le dways to find a goodexcuse for doing
what he wantsto dd" To which al pious hypocrites may well say"AMEN!"

The Bible Class Youth o a village durch in Germany many yeas ago,
showed less fBlse piety. They wanted to goto town for the annual fair. Ther
parents said that |F the Pastor approved of their going, they could. When they
asked the Pastor, he spoke of the evils associated with fairs, the dangers and
temptations they would expaose themselves to, the waste of time aad money &
best. It was no dace for anyone who wanted to pease God, and gow up
Godly... But when he readed the stage of saying "I dont exadly FORBID you
to gg but... They rushed off together shouing jubilantly "Pastor says we're to
GO! Pastor sayswe'reto GO!"

Both those stories make me uncomfortable. | hope they make YOU
uncomfortable. They expose the roat of our problem. DO | REALLY WANT
TO KNOW THE TRUTH? Do | redly WANT to knowv God's will in the
matter? He says "TODAY, if you AREWILLING/ WISH/ DESIRE to hea my
voice harden na your heat,” Heb 4.7 etc.

It is © easy (as Balaan found nat to take God's first quiet "NO" as final, and
harden ou heats by keging onasking for guidance We too may get a seeming
"YES' if we persist, and God may nat bother to make adonkey spe& to us.
THAT mirade was wasted onBalaamn, as was his pious praye "Let me die the
deah of the righteous." As he was unwilling to LIVE the life of the righteous,
he died with their enemies after rather successtlly teading them how to
corrupt the people of God, Rev 2:14; Num 31:16 etc.



isn't a Christian, but she's © sweet and attradtive I'm sure shell become one if
she marries me. Give me the sign that she's Y our choicefor me, that when | ask
her out for a date, she says'Yes.™

- By choasing to go to a Church where you can enjoy yourself, and the
preader's goodto listen to, but leares your life unchanged, Ezek 33:30-32.

. Simplest of al, BY MAKING THE DECISION FAST, while you're too
excited to think straight, and your conscience hasn't had time to wake up. God's
still small voice hasn't a hope of being head, when ou body or our "friends’
are shouing at us. Adrenalin flow, whether triggered by anger, sexual desire, or
merely fea, drains the blood from our brain, into our muscles ready for instant
vigorous adion. FINE, if we dont need to THINK. But if we've programmed
our thinking by sociaising with the godess and watching TV. entertainment
that glories in God-ignaring self-debasing sexual immorality etc. sin is aimost
areflex adion when faced with an instant deasion.

GUIDANCE QUESTION. Do | WANT to do God's will in this matter?
Questions that help us find that answer are: Have | taken TIME to look
carefully at the likely outcomes, as they will seem at His Coming? Is my
choicein this detail, obviously part of what | know to be His over-all will for
my life?

HOW TO FIGHT TEMPTATION AND WIN

Apart from the obvious one - dont FEED it - the best way to ded with sinful
though propasitions is nat to fight them desperately - that merely makes them
more important.

To keep saying | must not think about... doesn't help youto forget it.



A 100, ROwW woulda It difteda my parents chiltaren, tamily, Gody 1rienads,
godess neighbous, my fellowship with God, and wsefulnessin His srvice?
His reputation in the world?"

IF we redly FACE a temptation in the light of God's presence and God's
Word, or even with the normal intelli gence with which we face aMenu when
dining odu, it will be ait down to size

Abowve dl we ned to pray constantly, and simply "Lord help meto will to do
your will ." Amen.

YOU AND | HAVE COMPANIONSON THE WAY

- Let Bible Heroes be your personal hero-friends. Fell owship with them will
often keg us ontheright road. We have the gallery of the O.T. heroes of Faith
in Hebrews 11 to set us role models - and the heroes recorded inthe N.T., AND
the recorded heroes of Church history, as well as those we have had fell owship
with since dildhood The Bible is far more than an oljed leson book @
examples. Its charaders can become very red Hero-friends for us to identify
with.

A favourite story of mine is that of Richard Grosdete, Bishop d Lincoln, a
follower of Wickliffe. Asasmall boy in aband d vagrants his bright facewas
noticed by a passng minor nodeman who took charge of him and hs
educaion. When yeas later the king d England, naticing hm at Court, sneeed
saying "Doesn't it seean oddto you that someone of YOUR badkground shoud
be permitted to mix with nohlity and royalty?"

His cheeaful resporse is worth ndicing. "As to my upkringing your Majesty,
it was of the highest. Abraham the friend d God, Moses the servant of God and
the Holy patriarchs were my childhood companions. | was reaed in the
company of that man after God's own heat, King David, of Wise Sdomon,
brave Daniel, and in the blessed company of Our Lord, the Lord of Glory
Himself and His holy Apostles. Therefore to mix in the company of an eathly
sovereign seems no ged thing to me!”
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dedsion we make is li ker to divide us from them divide our home, divide our
asembly, the darm bells shoud start ringingloudand clea.

But surely GOD COMES ARST! His glory COMES HRST! Obedienceto
HIS WORD isto be our goal! Of course, AND IT STATES ALAINLY THAT
WE MUST MAKE EVERY ENDEAVOUR TO STAY IN FELLOWSHIP
WITH OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN CHRIST, Rom 14:1-4; 1 Cor
12:21-26; Eph 42-16; Phl 4:2-9; Col 3:1-17, etc. It is tragicdly eay to
identify my ego, my ideas, my conwvictions, my glory, with God's.

A cetain rather villainous Caribbean Dictator, General Trujill o misruled his
country for many yeas under the motto "GOD, and TRUJILLO!" To criticise
his Government was treaded as blasphemy against God, as well as
insubardination against himself.

The Pharisees and Chief Priests were condemned by the Lord for putting
God's temple before their parents. They were more @ncened to ean a
reputation for self-righteousnessby fussy extensions of God's Laws, than they
were for His glory or the neeals of His people, so they condemned Him for
WORKING/ heding onthe Sabbath, and in the name of God, they aucified
Him.

Those of us who have even alittle knowledge of Church History will know
how falli ble the judgment of even the Godly has been.

Lord Sheftesbury was a man of God bu he didnt hesitate to proclaim that
Genera Boaoth was Antichrist, because his Salvation Army was "Borrowing the
tricks of the Music Hall," to gain aheaing for the Gospel.

The history of our fellowships $how that eagerness to adhere to "NEW
TESTAMENT PRINCIPLES" in "BROTHERLY UNITY" has been used as an
excuse for division, slander, and generally unchristian attitudes and adions. If
even a George Muller could write cheafully that he had brushed aside J.N.
Darby's attempt at reconcili atiory re-uniting the "Brethren" with the words "I
have a this moment only ten minutes time, having an important engagement
before me, and as you have aded so wickedly in this matter | canna NOW
enter uponit as | have no time." how WE must beware of thinking "I MUST



when deding with a pupl who'd lrough along panogaphic material, aded or
spoken indecently, etc. If their first resporse to my question "Do you think
THAT was all right?' was"Yes." - and it usually was, my seaond question was
"What's Mum's phore number? I'll get her to come down to dscussit."

It was amazng hawv quickly they deaded that what theyd dore wouldnt pass
muster with Mum, and | could say "Right, if its not good enoughfor her - it's
not good enoughfor schod," and they would agree That at times we ae ae
insensitive to what the LORD would think of our adions, (which SHOULD BE
our guide,) we can thank God for the help we gain from a wholesome respea
for what our fell ow-humans would think!

GUIDANCE QUESTIONS: Which alternativewould | be happest for my
fellow-believes to know | had chosen? How will it affed the Lord's
reputation?’

. Findly, our fellow-believers are agrea help in guding ws as to what our
gifts are, and hawv best we may use them.

Aswerea in 1 Cor 12, God hes given us the gifts that HE has chosen for
eath o us, and He has chasen those gifts because the body of Christ NEEDS
them to be exercised. So, IF we have agift, it will med the needs of the locd
congegation, and as we try to exercise what we believe to be our gifts, they ae
likely to be the best judges of whether what we ae doing is meding a nead or
not.

It is ODD, that our urge/ guidanceto pread and tead is often much greder
than the urge/ guidance other people have to LISTEN to us! Well, ODD urntil
we remember that thisis afallen world, and Satan's ideaof being the one dou
whom everything revolves, has anatural apped to us all.

The may be rushed, but sitting dovn and evangelising the lost, or teating
and shepherding the young l&liever, or restoring the unhappy, unappredative
badcslider is lesslikely to be. Is that because there is no applauding audience?



We may think that it must have been wonderful in the ealy church to be an
inspired prophet - but they still had to take resporsibility for what they said.
Andtheywereto let the listeners judge whether they shoud be spe&king a nat,
and to sit down smartly if someone dse was judged to be the one God hed
given the next message, 1 Cor 14:29-33. The HEARERS, espedally the Elders,
are the best judges of the NATURE of our gifts, the TRUTH of what we ae
saying, as compared with ripture, the LOVE, (which alone givesit any value,
1 Cor 13:1-3) with which it is oken, and its USEFULNESS in meding the
neads of the flock. Gody humility, understanding d God's purpaoses, and a
desire that He, nat we, shoud be glorified, is needed for assessng the potentia
vaue TO GODS ETERNAL WORK, of any contribution. The first step
towards such a desirable state is for us to seek and welcome the wunsdl of our
fellow Believers.

GUIDANCE QUESTION: Am | eager to pay any and evey part, hidden
or visible, popuar or unpopuar, prominent or humble, so as to contribute to
the upbuilding of the body of Christ, in meding the neals of my fellow
believes. Do | acknowledge that they, espedally the dders, are the best judge
of the detail s of what God wants me to do?

(1t may help some readers for meto give my own experiencein this. Aimost all that | have
evea dore in the way of service - rather varied minor service - has been initiated by the
suggestions of other believes, and rsisted in orly by their continued encouragement. This
may soundweak/ cowardly, something to be ashamed of. In asense it is. But the Lord has
comforted me by asauring me that I'm doing what He told the servant who receved the ONE
pound e shoud havedore, Luke19:23.

What gift God has given me, | am "putting in the bark" handngit over to be used a the
discretion d, and onthe resporsibility of, the dders andleaders in the church. God's grace
has sustained me in this, and continues to grant some fruitfulness while some other more
independent and confident companions have fallen by the way. To those eager to serve the
Lord | would urge Heb 137, asaured that if you ae faithful in what others commit to your
care-thoughit seanstrivial, and d no spiritual consequence - you makeit possble that the
Lord Himself may spedfically and dredly place some of His work under your immediate
resporsibility, Luke16:10-12))
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somewhere where | can fed spiritually happy and at home. Surely | just need to
follow the Holy Sprit's guidance - after all we "Have an anointing, and there is
no reed for anyoneto tead us," 1 John 220-27.

. Each of usisindeda "Born of the Sgrit," John 36-8, and He indwell s and
leads us as a"Sprit of Sorship,” Rom 8:14-17. Our Lord petterned that life, as
one of KNOWING AND DOING THE REVEALED WILL OF GOD, Matt 4:1-
10, etc and rea its end cdled us to the same life of obedience to Him, and
abidingin Hislove, John 159-12.

- Any though that this makes us independent of our fellow Believers is
countered by that faa that when we were INDIVIDUALLY BORN of the Sprit
we were dl also BAPTISED by the Spirit into the body of Christ into alife of
mutual dependence and Hessng, 1 Cor 1213, and uged to maintain and
contribute to that fell owship, Eph 415-16; Heb 1025.

It IS Hessedly true that done in a deg dungeon, a desert island, or in the
isolation d losing sight and heaing, God Himself could and would be with us
to gude, comfort and strengthen. But there is no suggestion in Scripture that
God the Holy Sprit will give dea, instant easy guidance for those who do no
cae enoughto ask.. seek.. knock.. as anormal pattern of life. Nor does it teadh
that God will so spe&k to those too rebelli ous to "Obey them that have the rule
over you," Heb 1317, or who refuse the wunsel of caring Christian friends.

In Acts 21:10-14, it was God the Holy Sprit who wsed such to make it clea
to Paul what would happen if he went to Jerusalem. That it was, or wasn't God's
choicefor him to gothere is not our businesd not made dea to us, but Paul's
motive in choasing to go there is. AND while we do nd real that God
afterwards reasaured Paul that his choice was nght, that purpose of heat was
rewarded by God's asaurance that He would be with him to continue to fulfil
God'swill/ Paul's desire.



snhoud na nedl It. Lertanly It reminas us thal Gods WOrk committed to numan
hands/ human responsibility, requires from all of us a determined commitment
to unity. And that God's work need nd ceae, but may even expand, when
leaders disagree Right through bdh examples mns the theme of
MAINTAINING FELLOWSHIP AS FAR AS FOSSBLE, WITH AS MANY
AS POSSBLE.

As individuals we canna exped or demand instant, independent, effortless
guidance on the matters that concern us. Espeaaly if we ae selfish, careless
children of God with littl e interest in recaving gudance @ou things which
concern Him, and are ignaring His previous witnessto us. Herod killed John
Baptist, and Jesus poke not aword to him, Luke 23:9.

A speda message, or speda mesenger from God, is not what we ned,
either. Remember the blunt words of Abraham "If they will not heed Moses and
the prophets, they will not believe even if someone rose from the dead and
cameto them," Luke 16:29-31.

GUIDANCE QUESTIONS: Am | giving God the Holy Sprit ample
oppatunity to teach me what the Bible says to me, and what He is sying to
me through my fellow believes? Am | keging myself tuned in to His voice
by doing even the smallest things He brings to my notice, or am | so grieving
Him in things that seam littl e to me, that when a crisis comes | cannot hear
His voice?

Remember, as Psam 139 teates, GOD gives us our hereditary, our
environment, past and present, our abiliti es, our oppatunities for service, and
best of al He gives us Himself in al of these. Whether we do the will of God,
or not, depends on ore thing alone - OUR WILLINGNESS-baoth at the moment
of crisisg/ choice, and duing the run upto it. As at the Olympics, to be out of
step when we nedl to take the legp, isto be doamed to fall .

SHOULD UNCERTAINTY ASTO GOD'SWILL PARALYSE US?



from my gppetite, the dfeds onmy digestion, etc. as | goaong

HUNGER plays a part - but it isn't GOD. God provides the food - but I'm
prepared to goto work and ean money to buwy it, and even to puwsh a trolley
around a supermarket. But money, and shopgng strategy arent God. We
timetable regular med times - but med routines aren't God. It is my Lordship/
stewardship to nouish the body God hes given me, adequately and wisely so
that it will be & useful as possble to me and Him - but hedthy nutrition isn't
my God. GODaoneis God d my eding, freeto over-rule my routines. | must
keg my eyes on Him, and as | eda thankfully and joyfully, and appredatively -
and appredate the work my wife putsinto it- IT DOES ME GOOD, AND GOD
IS GLORIFIED.

THERE IS NO REASON TO BELIEVE THAT IT IS NOT JUST THE
SAME IN MY LIFE OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE. Human dedsiond efforts are
involved, but | am to kegp my eyeonthe Lord, Ps 1231-2. | must kegp my ea
tuned into His voice from His Word/ by His Sprit, whether it comes dired
from Bible realing, Prayea, the store of memory, a trained conscience, or
throughfell ow believers and co-workers.

It is utter folly, and dangerous for us to be turning ou eyes inward,
preoccupied with a frantic seach of our thouglis and fedings in the hope of
finding there indicaions of God's guidance Our safety lies in continuing to
walk with the Lord in the ways we have drealy leant, Phl 3:16.

We aeto presson as urgently as we can, looking urto Jesus, the author and
finisher of the faith in which welive, Heb 121-3.

Incidentally, if you have ever climbed throughtradless"bush" you will have
found that as long as you are dimbing uphll, readhing the summit is no
problem. Returning dawnhill, the dternatives offered are a ontinuows
bewil derment, and it is difficult to come out at any chosen gadl. Spritualy, our
god IS uphll, Phl 3:14. To AIM uphill i s our resporsibility.



Paralysing preoccupation with being certain of God's will i n the daily affairs
of our lives is an insult to ou God. That's SELF preoccupation, taking
ourselves too serioudly, forgetting that we ae CHILDREN, of such a Father,
that we can in al things with praye and thanksgiving, be freed from such
worrying. And by setting ou minds on what is goodand honouable, know the
asaured, joyful presence of both the peaceof God, and the God d peacein the
life of eath day, Phl 4:4-9.

It is © easy for usto say "YES' to this, in theory, but in pradice merely add
frequent desperate pleas for help, to ou desperate worrying, and panic atempts
to push things toward the solution we see & desirable. We ae tempted to try to
tell God what neals to be dore, and fret at His downessin respondng. We
neal to stop and remember that He is infinite wisdom, love, hadliness
righteousnessand pawver. That He has HIS pupaoses and dans for us, and that
Heisto us, Father, and Lord.

Praye is not needed to inform Him, or to move His heat to dosomething for
us. Praye is nealed for us to placeourselves, and all our concerns, hopes, and
feas into His hands, to set Him freeto work all His will, in acordance with
His Charader. And ou THANK SGIVING which acaompanies that praye for
guidance and enabling, amourts to our LEAVING THE MATTER WITH
HIM, CONFIDENT IN HIM, AND OUR ACCHETANCE OF HIS
SOLUTION.

We may, or may nat, get what we wanted, but we ae in the hands of One
able to do what is GOOD for us, abuncantly beyond ou every though or
imagination, Eph 320. There will be dedightful surprises, and htter
disappantments. Yet in it al, we will have the privilege of standing with the
God d Glory, in His purposes, His Jbys and Sarows - BECAUSE HE
STANDS WITH US, moment by moment, right where we ae, in al OUR joys
and sorrows, Is 63:9. He will be the comfort, enabling, and wisdom we nedd, to
equip us P that we can stand with Him to share that role in the lives around s,
2 Cor 1: 3-4.
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a step towards the Lord and His will, to the best of our knowledge, and starting
from right where we ae, where-ever that is. The past, even the best of it, fell
short of the glory of God, and was nat freefrom sin. Having handed it over to
the deansing dood d Christ, we ae to forget it. And as we set out to walk in
the light, in fellowship with ore another, 1 John 17, we ae freeto doso, as
eah new day, God fdeas with us from Hebrews 4.7, "TODAY.. hea my
voice"

ONLY WHEN WE GO FORWARD IN FAITH ISGUIDANCE
POSSBLE

So, whether in confident certainty, or in timid hesitancy (those states of mind
have far more to do with ou natural temperament, than they have with
guidance) we must KEEP MOVING FORWARD IN FAITH, expeding God to
guide us. No ore can steg aboat that's tied to the wharf.

If we asindividualsor as fellowshipsinsist onremaining firmly tied to where
we ae, and what we've dways dore, thereisno pant in pretending to ask God
to gude us. We can become so afraid of change, so afraid to let go the seaurity
of traditional routines, determinedly "Holding fast" that nothing can gude us.

At the other extreme, no ore can steg adrifting bat. Unlesswe ae prepared
to pu an effort into living for God, an effort to do something to please Him, to
move out in faith, and try to med needs, to pu His commands into pradice -
how can we &k Godto gude us!

A WILL INGNESSTO DO GOD'SWILL
MAKESDOING IT POS3SBLE

If we desire to doHis will, how dare we suggest that it is impossble for us.
We have His faithful asaurance that God Himself in al his loving hdiness
wisdom, and power isin us, working in us both a WILLINGNESSto do His
glorious will, and the ABILITY TO ACTUALLY doit. With the AWE of that
fad, anda TREMBLING awarenessof our inadequacy and the fumbling reture



freeirom disconentead gumoling, and ser assertiuve dagung, pure in nedt
before God in its desire to please Him, and gving the godess no excuse for
blame or criticism of us. Giving them no excuse ather for not believing the
"Word of life," we offer them, because it is obvious to them that we ae dready
living that life, in resporse to that "Word."

To live like that may seen humdrum, and urexciting - when around s the
mass of humanity is revelling in the pleasures God hes provided, but rejeding
the light of His presence, have twisted them from the demanding simplicity and
credive wholesomeness of His intention, into more sophsticated, exotic, and
perverse forms, that deprave and destroy the user. And it is neither comfortable
for us nor for them for us to "SHINE AS LIGHTS' among such fleshly
desirable darkness But that light of ours comes from the dernal glory, refleds
it, and leads onto the @ernal glory, for us, andfor al whowill respond

We shoud na be over-awed by the oppasition d the World, the Flesh, and
the Devil, becaise God asaures us in Romans 8 that the ultimate triumph o
Christ-likenessis asaured to thase He foreknew, cdled, and in response now
Love Him, AND ALREADY ALL THINGS WORK TOGETHER TOWARDS
THAT GOODfor us, Rom 8:28-30, as we work together with God with that in
view.

The time of humili ation and rejedionis limited for us, asit was for our Lord.
He is with usin it now, and we will be with Him forever in Glory. We can do
no ketter than to echo the words of Jude 24 - God's last word to us before the
Revelation - "Now to Him whois able to keg us from falling, and to present us
faultl essbefore the presence of His glory with excealing joy, to the only God,
our Saviour, be glory, magesty, dominion, and power, bath now, and forever,
AMEN!"

BUT WHAT ABOUT SPECIFIC DIRECT GUIDANCE

Dont | believe in God gving spedfic guidance? God kre&ing into lives in
unexpeded ways, diredly reveding His will ? Giving spiritual insight when it



excitement or Taling in fove, and Its consummation In lving togetner 1o ode
repeaed endesdy. It is not disparaging ldrthdays, or faling in love and
marrying, or dramatic experiences of guidance, to say that they caana be the
stuff daily life is made of, and that it is unhedthy for usto want them to be

SCRIPTURE EXAMPLE S OF GUIDANCE

- MOSES. Scripture Shawvs the mirade of God's guidance in the first 40
yeas of Moses life a being al so natural. God used a mother's conviction that
her baby was too keautiful and valuable to be thrown away, a sister's care and
wit, the natural compassonate resporse of a youngwoman's nature (still there,
beneah the dress and decorum of even an Egyptian Rrincesd goddess) when
suddenly faced with ateaful babe.

Later, having made a dedsion to take sides with God, His people and
purpases, and it all working ou wrong, Moses fled blindly into the wil derness-
What then? God provided a well, and the oppatunity for Moses, in al his
helpless despair, to do the deceit manly thing and help some unknown
shepherdesses. And that ordinary kind-heated adion d an ordinary man
provided hm with a wife and a home for the next 40 yeas, plus invaluable
wil dernessexperiencefor the 40 yeas that foll owed.

- To Rebekah at the well, it was the natural response of a generous and
hospitable nature that she shoud go leyond the request made to her, and to
hurry and daw water for the canels as well. Only AFTERWARDS covered in
gold jewellery, pledged as bride to a wedthy and important man, with a placein
God's eterna purposes, did she redise that it was a mirade asked for, by
Abraham's srvant, and ganted.

THE LORD'slife ssawhodewasin ore sense, amirade. His snless blessed,
and Hdessng, walking d the roads of Galilee was no lessa mirade than His
once walking onwater. Yet, how simply and returally He walked, and talked,
and lived. How ssimply and returally everything "happened,” whether it was a
sensational mirade to those aound or smply something that didnt interrupt a
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bodklet that resulted from a printer "happening’ to chew up a pa@. It may be a useful
contrast to the question with which we began - "Are we looking for the knd d guidarce
displayed by a radio controlled car?"

Is it reasonalde for usto exped to USE GOD as a gudancemachine FOR
OUR PURPOSES?

His eternal purposeisthat we should beaome like His Son, so that we can
enjoy fellowship with Him foreve.

Each uncertainty and problem we faceis an invitation to spend time with
Him, so that we reach a dedsion in fellowship with Him - a deasion by which
we take a step forward towards the fulfilment of His glorious god.

A god that will ultimately cost usALL, asit cost Him All.
Luke 9:22-26; Romans 8:13-39; Gal 2: 20.

PERSONAL EXPERIENCE
< reading.>

Our UNDERSTANDING of Scripture is always limited. Our LOVE for the
Lord and His Word/ His revealed will is also limited, but we are still
resporsible to pass on what we are learning, and to welcome crredion and
instruction from one ancather.

Equdly, we are ashamed that in daly living we fall so short of a triumphart
demonstration o what we have @me to understandto be God's truth, and will .
Sill, Scripture encourages us to confess not only our faults/ shortcomings,
James 45:16, but also the graceof Godto us. All that is required of a testimony
Isgivenin Heb 1318



Lifein God'swill i sa successon d seekng His Fellowship in Bible reading,
prayer, sharing with athers in witness worship, and service Plus, whateve
resporsibiliti es home, work, and community life brings us. "A boring round d
the drudgery of doing what eve'yone dse exyeds of us," ishow our natural self
might sum it up resentfully, if we dose that point of view. And we are tempted
to doso orcethe first glow of conversion fades into the realiti es of learning to
livein the loveof the Lord, John 1510.

It has been setting my eyes and heart onthe Lord in theround d the ordinary
affairs of life that has made Col 3 bewmme increasingy real to me.
CONSCIOUSLY enjoying the reality of it has been the FRUIT produced from
time to time in its wason, when my eyehas been onthe Lord andthe task, not
the desired experience Or to use the figure of 2 Cor 4:5-12, life has been
bruising rather thanidyllic, and| remain afragile, comnon vessa of clay. But
when | havefixed my eye onthe Lord, in His Word, andin witnessng for Him,
the transforming light and warmth of His sunshine has bewmme real.
CONSCIOUSNESS 6 this experience has agan andagan SHATTERBD it by
taking my eye off the Lord orto myself. | have learnt from the Lord in
Sripture that Hiswill for usin thisbody isto WALK BY OBEDIENT FAITH, a
humdrum blessng, not day dream over, or agorise after, conscious
supernatural intervention.

In andthrough dl this | can look back and praise a Faithful God who has
kept His promises, and guded me. Too dten | have been legalistic, and trusted
my intelli genceto understand what God's Word said andmeant, andtrusted my
dogged persistenceto achieveit. Too dten I'veunder-valued the ssimple reading
of God's promises, and simply looking to Him in petition and paise trusting
Him to makeit happen. Toomuch drudgery of denying self, too littl e delighting
self inthe Lord.

The overwhelming impresson though is the INFINITE ocean d provisionin
Christ, facing the empty cup d my need. The INFINITE loving paental
patience of my Heavenly Father as He encouraged my growth in His fell owship,
and appeaated my feeblest efforts to please Him. While it is that WHOLE
impressonthat isimportant, spedfic, guiding intervention by God may at some
critical point set the pattern. The place Bible study playsin my lifeis not ssmply



snge, at umes | could 1na 40U nous a week Ior bibie readng, stuay,
memorising. Sanething to be proud d - and read to repent of the pride.
Samething that became routine, and the neeal to realise that routine had
something d the \alue of the flywhed in dd steam engines -it kept one going
on uril the paosition was reached when a fresh inpu of illumination, power,
andenjoyment became possble and appopriate.

As | gt at this moment | am conscious of the glorious privilege of having
fellowship with the Lord, His Truth, and His people - AND of the hardness of
the dhair, the aamp o long sitting, and the frustration o clumsy fingers
fumbling with a keyoard, and d my all too limited skill with a Word
Procesor. My body/ mind tells me it would prefer an easy dhair, a change of
scene, the relaxation d a novd, of gardening. But the heaviest cost in dl that
anyone attempts for God is the awareness that try as one may there is the
uncertainty as to whether oneisin step with God's will, andthe cetainty of the
total inadequacy of one's best attempts.

Meanwhile God's gifts are stewardships placed under our control, and for
which we have to make room among the other claims upon ou time, and
interest. And, God has neve stepped in to tell me HOW TO USE WHAT HE
TEACHES ME, nor given me CONFIDENT ASSJRANCE OF WHEN |
SHOULD USE IT - for that He has left me dependent largely on my brethren
telling me what THEY think | shoud da

At first | was convinced that singleness and freedom for Bible study was to
be my permanent state. But after some yars | was $aken loose by restlessess
awareness of possble problems, but above all the realisation that the vey
withdrawal from life into the world of Bible, bodks and study that made rapid
growth in Bible Knowledge possble, also pu me out of step with the majority
of other people to whom | could minister. While it looked sacrificial, my natural
self revdled in the isolation, the sense of superiority, and the intellecual
exatement of study. Sacialising, swimning, driving cars.. would have been
more of a "Denying self, taking upthe aossdail y!"
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of the moment moveit.)

Having chosen Marriage, and family, it soon lecame dear as 1 Cor 7 says
we had comnitted ouselves to each ather's needs, and the neead to seekGod's
will together. | lost the freedom to spend so much time in Bible Study, in
isolation from the realities of life that enaldes one to lay down the law for
others, unrealistically, Luke 11:46.

| gained the glorious/ humili ating oppatunity to pu in practice what the
Bible taught faced with the constant need to find from God's Word the guidance
nealed for family life. With aGodly helpmed, even strugding to find God's will
through the difficult times is a blesang. And the rgjoicing in the blessngs is
more real, and realistic. Preparation d a message is richer for sharing in its
preparation, along with sharing in dang the dishes. Sandng up to speak
God's word in the presence of wife and family helps preaching and pacticego
handin hand

God HAS guded through circumstances. I'm not sensitive to cold, but one
night kept fretting andfusgng, too cold to settle to Bible study until the though
that | was glad | wasn't out in that southerly sled, prompted me to pu a gft
into anenvdope to ensure that a servant of God had a leater in her car. | did
not know that she had bougha new car, but deaded na to "waste" the money
neealed for the heater, unlessit was provided spedfically for that purpose.

The more sensitive we are to the needs of our brothers and sisters in Christ,
andready to provide for them what WE fed the nead dof, James 2:15-16, the less
often Godwill haveto intervenein such aspedfic way.



God's using my obedience as a step to that man's slvation was His
Sovereign act. | havenoright to demand such gudance before | am willi ng to
act, BUT that one demonstration d what He @uld dg with even reluctant
obedience has been a constant reminder that | shoud LIVE BY HISWORD. In
my case it was both a verse, and ascriptural principle, but God can speak
through a $ripturethat isirrelevant to athers.

A Christian husband came into my office at schod one Friday night with
"Where's my wife? Where's my kids? | know its my fault that theyve gore, I've
been pre-occupied with working to pay off the mortgage." His name was David.
Next weekhe returned, nolonger frantic but at peace He'd confessed his sn to
the Lord andclaimed forgiveness gore back to the Baptist church he'd drifted
from, been praying andreading his Bible, and hadtaken the vese "1 will build
agan the house of David" as God's promiseto him. To appy it to ALL David's
would be silly, but God can gve persond assurance and encouragement by
such means. He was encouraged, and in six months it WAS a happy united
home. THE ONLY SJCH HAPPY OUTCOME in my schod experience

Have | reached? Will | reach? astage of Christian maturity when confident
certainty of God'swill becomes the norm, replacing responsibility to look to the
Lord in helplesspatient prayer, Bible study, andto dowhat one already knows
ceases. Neve, in this world. The person who kelieves that he has acquired
sufficient wisdom s the ultimate foal, Prov 26:12. Trusting in the Lord to gude
us, will always be trusting in the Lord and dong the goodwe already know to
do, to the limit of our understandng andstrength, increasingly conscious of
persond imperfedion, but increasingly confident if anything rew is needed, the
Lord will reveal it, Ps 37:3-9; Phil 3:12-16.

Yes, GOD HAS GUIDED US But looking back we seethat His wise, loving
faithfulnessin guding ha been shown generally in gentle and inconspicuous
ways. Our "happening" to think of this or that when we neaded to. The presaure
on ou conscience when like Peter we felt the Lord's eyes on us, when we were
denying Him, or in the moodto doso.



the warm, reiaxed amaospnere or Joyrul el owsnip 1n searcning tne SCriptures
together | remarked to my wife "Youknow | donit think that anyone would have
said anything dfferent, if the Lord Himself had keen there with us." Then
realised that of course that meant that He HAD been with us, and dlowed to
direa our thinking, feding, andwords.)

In our "Ministry" of God's Word , it is reasonalde for us to exped that He
wants us to make dficient use of those studies which he has laid on ou hearts.
If we have been asked to lead astudy on John 6for the Bible Reading, it may
well become the basis for a Gospel message, a Sundg Schod leson, or a
conversationwith a hitch-hiker, later in the week

Nine lepers out of ten saw no reed to come to the Lord to thark Him. Those
who harehadtheir neads met from the Lord throughthe words we have spoken
are gqudly unlikdy to doso. Yet from those who doexpresstheir tharks, we
find that ministry which flowed naturally out of our current fell owship with the
Lord, by His gracious will "just happened" to med needs of which we were
unaware.

Like Naaman (2 Ki 5:11-15) we find it hard to take unspedacular guidance,
but as we look back we glady confessthat our Lord "Has dore all things well ."
And, when we reach the Eternal Glory, and gae in awe and worship onthe
face of our LORD, we will realise that no frequent, spedacular, obvious,
medhancal gudance ould have brought us there to be in that state, and we
will confessin wonder, and adwation "Thy GENTLENESS ha made me great,"
Ps 18:35.

Amen. Blessd be the Name of the Lord!
E. Rea, 28.11.90. Revised/ reprinted, 30.1.98,

(Criticism, corredion, and addition wel comed.
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