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Booklet |1 Chapters 9 - 22

(a) 9-16 Kingsunder God - their Failure

(b) 17-22 God's Prophets - witnesses in a hostil e world.

Again I've given hrief quaes of Scripture only as an ouline on which
profitable comment seans possble. Regrettably the result is rather
digointed, and I've tried to write simply withou taking the time to
palish the wording into fine language worthy of the Word of God. My
cdl/ conwvictionisto use whatever yeas remain to me to pu as much on
your pantry shelves as possble. This leares to you the work of
preparing meds for yourself and the people of God. | haven't the time or
skill to prepare tasty, easily digested meds for anyone.

Since 1943 God in Gracehas often made the pages of His Word come
alive to me so that the charaders met there have become red people -
People we may med today in the stred or the locd Assembly, or as we
glancein the mirror. Thisis what I've tried to share. Please @ntinue to
pray with me that this be dore wisely, to His Glory.

E. Red

Explanation d signs: BROKEN/wreded is KJV/Niv but text is usually
NIV. LXX is Septuagint (Gree&k) OT. Cp= Compare with these
Scriptures. BAR 93/1 = Biblicd Archaeology Review 1993 No 1, (Jan-
Feb.)
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INTRODUCTION

To understand the material in this bodklet it's essential to read the
Introduction to bodlet |, athoughsome paints will be repeated briefly here.
For this bodklet | have the benefit of two more good comnentaries, | & |l
Kings, D. J. Wiseman, Tyndde OT Comnentaries, I. V. P., 1993, and & I
Kings, New Internationd Biblical Comnentary, . W. Provan.
HENDRICKSEN/ PATERNOSTER PRESS, 1995.

The Jeavs believed that God inspired the Prophet Jeremiah to write
KINGS, ly quaing from the royal archives, and adihg explanaions and
comments © asto bringto usthe history as it related to the purpaoses of God.
Scripture itself makes no claim as to the author, or authors, bu it's obvious it
contains material written at the time of a king's reign, sometimes from his
records, andcomment made later, which he might well disagreewith. (Provan
suggests a successon d writers. Wiseman ogs for Jeemiah a probale,
noting similarities in tone and style, andin the dosing verses of 2 Kings and
Jeremiah))
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We're to take up God's Word as coming from His handto accomplish His
purposes in us, Isa 558-11, and ge it horestly and confidently for those
purposes, Jer 23:28-30. At the same time we're to bear in mind that the
statements of God's Word are made aganst different backgrounds, at different
stages of the revdation d Hiswill, andin dfferent literary forms. We honou
God's Word by listening to Him and letting Him reveal to us what He is
saying. And by remembering & we do so that it's His Word through men
recording the actions of men, as rationd beings respondng to their God,
under His influence And that the record of this has been preserved by men
faithfully copying and & times modifying it to ke the message intelli gible.

As we read this bodk we neeal to remember that a loving paent/ wise
teacher deals with infants in ways appropriate to their stage of devdopment.
While God's purpose has always been that His people shoud be adut sons
and daugkers, Gen 1:26-28;, Rom 8:19-30; Gal 3:21-4:7, in Kings He is
dealing with themin ways appropriate to their spiritually infantil e state.

KINGS recaords the devdopment of God's redemptive purposes for His
people Israel. Two factors interact in this. Gods Sovereign commitment to
blesslsrael throughthe house of David was total andeternal. But in Savereign
Grace He has ordained that man days his part by respondng in obedient faith
so asto makethis passble. Man must reap what he sows, andwhat he dhocses
to sow determines the measure in which God can desshim, andthe measure
in which God's purpases of Grace triumph & any particular stage of this
history - asit doesin ous. Everything good aman daes is of Sovereign Grace
alone, AND nore of it withou man's svereign choice That God will adjust
His annourted puposes according to the resporse men makeis enin 2127-
29.

Foatnote **0 On the basis of 19:14 we muld state dogmaticdly "on the authority of
Gods Word" that Elijah was the only Godly Isradite & the time, or at least Gods only
prophet - if we ignore 19:18; 20:13. And there's no evidence that God ALWAY S correds
the mistaken statements of His srvants as He did in this case. (Incidentally those who fredy
use DOGmatic, and CATegoricd statements doan themselves to a "Cat & Dog" life. They
may enjoy such a life, in this world, bu it defiles/ destroys the work of God, 1 Cor 3:17.
Doctrinal statements | myself have agued for confidently have been shattered often by my
coming aaossa balancing verse, Phil 3:15-16.
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purposes are fulfill ed andexpressed in ou daily lives, Eph 1.3-2:10.

He did right in the eys of the Lord- is said of 10 kings, some being
compared with their fathers, others by THE standad - David. Gody Prophets
and Priests drengthened them in this. Their doing right in God's sght didn't
proted them from normal testing by distressand dsaster. Thase who failed to
doright automatically did evl. Thereis no reutral state and action.

Ch. 1-8 God's Intervention - KING & TEMPLE UNDER GOD

These dhapters gave us the transition from King David (a king who in
weaknessandreedion cHivered God's people fromtheir enemies) to Sdomon
(a king who onthe basis of that deliverance ruled in powver and peace - as
Christ will when He comes in Glory to reign.) While the Lord speaks of the
deliverance won for His people by David, this (as that of Moses and Joshua)
was only temporary, Hebrews 3 and 4.And it speaks of Sdomon's Glory as
temporary, andin association with warnings about earthly riches, Mt 6:19-34;
Lk 12:22-34. Sothe NEW BEGINNING WITH GOD, undcer Sdomon, pants
forward to the coming d Christ, and pepares for Him to come "In the fulness
of Time." But also, human failure to respondto God's Gracious intervention
showed that man cannd escape from his snful nature andfell owship with God
unlessGodin Christ provides new life for him.

Ch. 9-16 The FAILURE OF KINGSUNDER GOD

Sdomon was now 40, andwe're shown what he dhose to dowith his next
20 years. Apart from writing Proverbs (giving good aslice to athers) he
became a warning example that when God-given Wisdom, Riches, and Power
areused in living to please oneself it emptieslife of all point andmeaning, Ecc
1:12-2:11. (God wsed Ecdesiastes to bring me to my senses as a teenager.
Thark-you Sdéomon. Thark-you Lord! It's also a warning example, 1 Cor
10:11-14,to each df usaswe gothrough ou own "Mid-life Crisis.")

In Judah Kings were kings on the basis of God's dealings with David.
Although Stomon's reign is impressve in MATERIAL terms, his slfish dd
age set a bad example later kings found easy to copy. David is far more
important and influential in PIRITUAL terms. His love for God, and
willi ngress to repent in order to fellowship with God sets the standad by
which kings are judged. Further progress iritually was made only when
God's mercy brougtt abou revivals of David-style lovefor God.
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preservation, and selfish enjoyment, as patterned by Jeoboan who re-
organsed their religious life to suit himself. While all their kings foll owed
Jeroboanin this, God intervened orce more to ensure that His people hadthe
charceto fell owship with Him.

Chapters 16 - 22 God's New I ntervention -
PROPHETS SPEAK FOR GODIN A HOSTILE WORLD

Sau etc failed to oley God a times, bu acknowledged Him; and Sanuel,
Nathan, etc spoke from within the system. Ahab, Manassh, etc rejeded God
and undy their rule the Prophets goke to the nation from outside the Civil
and Religious Government system. Sors of the prophets appear from 20:35 on
as a goup ating for God in an apatate nation. As with God's intervention
under Moses, aganst a background d unbelief and apastasy, MIRACLES
were granted as a witnessto the reality of God andHis purposes, andto the
fact that Moses Elijah- Elisha spoke for God. The factual details given
suppat the reality of these miracles, and dten the narrative wouldn't make
sense withou them.

Kings like Ahab employed "prophets’ who, in the name of the Lord,
earned their ke by asauring them they @uld successully do what they liked
with God's approval, as in 1 Ki 22. In contrast to this, God's true prophets
spoke God's messages faithfully, even thoughthe resentment aroused brought
perseaution. They weren't philosophers or mystics aring elevating thoughs
with an elite, as Khalil Gibran dd in the Western world early this century.
They were shepherds of God's people proclaiming His saving will regarding
the practical matters of life, challenging their hearers to pay their God
appanted role in God's purposes, and lecome what God has always intended
manto be.

Against the dark background d failure to honouw God by obedient
fellowship with Him in His purposes of blessng, the prophets continued to
keg dive the promises of God. Certainly Israel had no LEGAL right to
continued life and Hessng, & they wavered between patial obedience and
outright defiance of God. But God's Sovereign will and Mercy neve gives up.
In each generation God proclaims afresh His Holiness Righteousness and
Love 83334, 9:5; 11:34, 3§ 2 Ki 11:12, 25.27-30, and at least some
respond.



(a) Chapters 9-16 Kingsunder God - their Failure
9-11 TheFailure of Solomon to liveasKing for God

(From God-centred Glory and unty, to self-seekng Pride, SHf-indugence and &if-

destructivedivision)

9:1-28 Solomon Settles Down

(Growing EARTHLY glory and FIRITUAL apcstasy. Growing selfish, proud

display of wealth and gowing oppesson d the people.)

Solomon haed been crowned King at abou 21 yeas of age. At 25 e

commenced bulding the Temple, completing it when he was 32. By the
time he was 45 he had completed his Palace ad Administrative centre,
and was widely known as being a wise and succesgul King. God hed
been adknowledged as the author of every blesang enjoyed by himself
and his Kingdan, and God-honouing Temple worship established. God
provided these in SOVEREIGN GRACE, but as His purpose for
mankind is that we shoud be IN HIS IMAGE and LIKENESS Gen
1:26, He has delegated to us vereignty over our choices - so there's
aways an |F. Solomon in the GLORY OF YOUTHFUL HUMILITY
and FAITH, in his Prayer at the Dedicaion d the Temple, had defined
the GOOD posghiliti es of hislife. (As his challenge to Goliath marked
the GOOD posshiliti es of David's life.) Now in his Prime, God again
challenges Solomon to continue & he has begun

9:1-9 Gifts& Blessngsdon't Cancd Responsibility

(This repeats the Lord's verdict on the Temple and Séomon's building it, 6:11-13,

andwarns that A GOODBEGINNING is neve the END, bu a commtment to
continuing commtment - As the NEW BIRTH isfor us.)

9:1 When Solomon had finished building- The high pant of his carea. In

Relation to God, the Temple built and runnng. Politi caly, the Palace
and a growing international reputation bult.
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God Many keen young servants of God have falled also at this gage.
**2 God honowed him As he had at Gibeon by spe&ing dredly to
him in Sovereign Grace to dred hislife. A singuar honou for a man
with singuar responsibiliti es. A crosgoads experience @nfirming and
interpreting, after the lapse of at least 13 yeas, what was arealy
obwvious from the Lord's Glory filli ng the Temple. During those yeas of
peace ad posperity Solomon's iritua interest and godiness was
waning. He may have begunto write off his building o the temple, and
the prayer at its conseaation as "excesgve youthful enthusiasm” - now
replaced by the "mature” wisdom of acamulating as much gdd as
possble, and induging hmself sexually, 11:1. God confirms the redity
of the Chapter 8 experience and gves him a persona, dired
encouragement and warning - to which he fail ed to respond

9:3-5 | have heard your prayer- God re-adknowledges the building d the
Temple, and Solomon's prayer when it was opened. But its glories and
functions were anpty if God Himself had na in GraceHALL OWED/
Consecrated it- Indwelt it and aded as Solomon (guided by God) had
asked Him to ad. God promises that His Name, and Eyes and Heart
will be there PERPETUALL Y /forever. Nothing onHIS side will bresk
the link.

Asfor you, if you walk asyour Father walked- God's concern isn't with the
glorious buildings, rituals, etc, but with the dtitude of heat and the
pradicd livingto the glory of God in the ordinary affairs of life. Living
by His commands, in His ways, in fellowship with Him. Solomon ddn't
so much deliberately defy God, as drift away from Him as other things
gained incressing paver over his life and life-style. His heat was
divided as his love for God faded and love for many foreign women
tookitsplace

Foatnote **1 In Ch. 1-9 Gold is mentioned 11x,all in conredionwith it being used in the Temple,
where its incorruptibility symbalised God and honowed him. In ch. 910 Gold is mentioned
13x, dl in conredionwith Solomonaaquiring it and proudy displaying it to hisown glory.

Foatnote **2 At mid-life, if God has answered ou youthful prayers, were tempted to be thankless
and settle down to enjoy ourselves. Nations aso go through simil ar stages, as Israd did, Deu
8:7-20; 28:47-48.
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promises comfort and strengthen the { m|d wed Believer who desires
to please His Lord. But they condemn the presumptuous man who
claims "Eternal Seaurity" with nointention a desire to be transformed
Into the image of the Lord.

9:6-9 But if you- Plural. Solomon and the kings that would foll ow. The King
and the nation. turn away from Me.. My commands- God's people ae
INEVITABLY awitnessfor Him - A witnessof His Grace Power and
Goodress or of His dusticein frustrating their Pride and Folly - and the
world will seeit! If you go and serve other Gods- Jer 34 and Ezek 34
emphasise that the Kings did so. | will cut off- A solemn and serious
warning, Lev 174, 9; Num 19:20. The mnsequences of personal
apostasy sprea ou to all aroundwhen God's leaders cut themselves off
from God's graceby drifting away from Him and His Truth, Heb 2:2-3.
Many follow them in their folly. Asthe King went, so dd the people go,
Jer 23, Ezek 34. Rged- Used of Divorce Badksliding and Apostasy
Isn't just the bread of abusinesscontrad. Strongemotions and gief are
involved.

Israel will become a Proverb- A teading example for others to lean from,
even down to us today, 1 Cor 10:1-11. See Deu 2837; 29:22-28; Jer
24:9. Taunt- Much o our humour is laughng at the unexpeded and
ridiculous. A bald-headed barber trying to sell hair-restorer, etc. When
even the Heahen rarely give up their false and weless "gods' what
could be more ridiculous than Israd turning from the True God who hed
so doften blessed them, Isa 1:1-23; Jer 2:1-37; Ezek 16. People mocked
and Hasphemed when Gods Jwish people who rightly preaded
against adultery and idolatry, committed adultery and robbed idol
temples, Rom 2:17-24. It's much the same when those known as
"Brethren/Brothers' areinvalved in unlrotherly feuding.

THISHOUSE WHICH IS HIGH/Temple is now imposing- Elyon- High.
**3 It looked strongand tall, and exalted by God having come into it in
a doud d Glory. But it's no sooner mentioned than its ruin is foretold.
Godsrgedion d the Temple leadsto its destruction, Lam 1:12; 2:15.

Foatnote **3 As the rest of the verse describes the Temple destroyed/ Israd disgracel it seems
likely that either the scribesin copying left out that fad, or wrote Elyonfor a similar looking



verdict "They cdl themselves CHRISTIANS but they're not, becaise
they're nat like Christ," is the neaest equivalent. Israd honouing God
before the Nations in oledient fell owship with Him, and God honouing
them, go together. Solomon's prayer for the Temple was a good
beginning. But the result would be the oppasite of what he asked God
for, unlesshe himself played his part. It's the same for us, and ou God-
honouing prayers.

9:10-14 At the end of twenty years King Solomon gave- Asin Gen 23 a
polite way of saying traded. Gave up for paliticd good will, or in
repayment of debt. twenty TOWNSvillages- Settlements. Border
towns, perhaps more acceshle/ more useful to Tyre. Presumably in
exchange for the 120talents of GOLD **4 asthe cedar wood etc were
paid for annually with grain and al. God hed given those atiesto Israd,
but it's o easy to trade avay what God has given us in getting what we
want from the world, or what they want from us. Going against God to
please ourselves or others rarely gains what we hoped for.

Hiram not pleased- But such comment is a good largaining tadic, Prov
20:14. When USA paid $7,000000to Russa, for Russdato gve up her
claims on Alaska, many Americans protested loudy. Perhaps Solomon
gave Hiram something else instead in repayment as Solomon settled the
towns with Isradites, 2 Chr 8:2. Cabul- Nothing, worthless is a
common tranglation, others suggest it meant "Border" or, if based onthe
Hebrew root word kbl- Tethered, may mean "Mortgaged.”

9:1519 The levy Solomon raised to build- It was common for Kings to set
up an olelisk listing for pulic display the record of what they claimed
to have adieved. This could have been copied from such alist in the
court records of Solomon'sreign. The Lord's House- Not the conscripts
sent to Lebanon, and those who worked in Israd described in 5:13-18 as
they were from ALL Israd. This apparently merged into/ was replaced
by a permanent levy of non-Jewish residents, 9:20-21. The burden of an
ever-growing Public-Service d the Tax-Payer's expense can be lessened
by forced labou. Pre-independence Angda had excdlent roads, bridges
etc bult chegly by conscripting annuwally 10% of the men, and
supdying them with basic food and a few cents a week pay so they
couldn't be cdled slave labour!



Hazor- The most important fortresstown in Northern Israd, as it defended
the dosdng d the Jordan between Lake Galilee and the Lake Huleh
swamps. Megiddo- The fortress town defending the Pass over the
Carmel range between the plain of Sharon, and the plain of Esdradon.
Gezer As a fortress town would defend Israd from attadk from the
South. They were dso valuable & defended cities on the grea trade
route from the Nile to the Euphrates. All show signs of having keen
built at the same time, as described here, **5 and to the same plan -
Casemate walls, the outer wall 5 fed thick, the inner wall four fed
thick, with the seven foot gap between them divided into rooms which
could be used as barradks for soldiers, storage, etc. The Gates al have
towers which protrude alittl e beyondthe walls, with 3 pairs of rooms on
either side of the entry passage. These rooms could be filled with
soldiers who could fight any enemy who managed to bre& throughthe
outer gate. Further building and remodelling was dore by later kings -
espedaly by Ahab in Hazor and Megiddo Isradite Hazor was
destroyed by the Assyrian King Tiglath Pileser 11l BC 734, 2 Ki 15:29.

Pharaoh had taken Gezer As we have bee privileged to live in peacéul,
well-ordered lands, influenced by the Gospel, such a wedding dowry
shocks us. Scripture merely states the fads, withou telling ws what
Solomon - or God - though of what happened. We can admire the
virtues of Solomon and ignae apeds that would be unacceptable
today, just as we amire the virtues of Greeks and Romans, ignaring the
faa that they put unwanted babies out with the rubkish, and most of
their work was dore by slaves.

Beth Horon- A guard against attadk on Jerusalem from the West. Baalath-
Posgbly Badah nea Beth Horon, but more likely another name for
Kirjath Jeaim , built to guard against attadk from the South. Tadmor -
An oupost defending the Nil e-to-Euphrates trade-route, 2 Chr 8:4. But
as thisisin the land, and some Mss have Tamar, it may mean Tamar
nea Kadesh in the southern wilderness Ezek 47.19; 48:28. Alongwith
Arad thiswould defend the route down to Ezion Geber/ Eil ath.

Foatnote **5 When | was shown " Solomon's Stables® at Megiddoin 1961the Archaeologist-guide
said "We now think these were built by Ahab, bu he isn't popdar so well still cdl them
Solomon's gables. If they're Ahab's, Solomon's will be the next layer down." Since then
founditions of similar buil dings below the ones | saw, set at a dightly different angle, have
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|1:vlgrael obeyed Him, hewould proted them from invasion, Ex 34 24

All the people left of the Amorites.. whom the Children of Israel did not
destroy- Charam, from Cherem+ To devote to God for destruction as
Joshua was told to da The main cities on the trade route did na come
under Isradite control until late in the reign d David. The time for
wiping them out to make room for the Isradites, and to prevent spiritual
and social corruption was now past. They were to be brough under the
control of Solomon, and wsed for his purpaoses as Mesgah will use the
surviving retions in the Mill ennium, Isa 60:10; Zedh 1416. Solomon
conscripted for BONDSERVICE/dave labour force. (Note the
descendants of the Slaves- Ebed of Solomon who returned from Exile,
Ezra2:55-56.)

9:22-24 But the Israelites were fighting men and government officials..
supervising the men who did the work. After Pharaoh's daughter
went up from the aty of David he built the MILL O/ supporting
terraces. Presumably this required rebuil ding David's old palace

9:25 Threetimes a year- Solomon kept the religious routines going **6 as a
generation ago many people aknowledged God by attending church at
Christmas and Easter. Solomon Sacrificed- Presumably at the times of
three gred Feasts. Ex 2314-17, 34:23. SO HE FINISHED THE
HOUSE/fulfilled his Temple obligations- Or completed the Temple
arrangements - had the routines of worship etc running smoathly to his
satisfadion. Worship was now centred on the Temple, not at High
Places- Gibeon, etc 3:2-5. Burning Incense before the Lord- On the
incense dtar before the screened-off Holy of Holies. This suggests that
he mntinued to ad as a Priest as he had on the day the temple was
dedicaed. Functioning as High Priest to initiate the order of Temple
Worship, as Moses had aded as High Priest before the gppantment of
Aaron, andin general matters aslongas helived.

9:26-29; 10:11, 22 King Solomon made ships- A new thing for Israd, made
paossble by Solomon's central position onthe Trade route now that they
had taken ower the towns on it that had been Phili stine or Canaanite -
Gaza Megiddo, Beth Shan, etc. And because of the weanessof Egypt
who wually controlled the Red Seatrade. Other trade came overland
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God and the Gospel, Lk 16:9; 1 Cor 7:31; Col 4:5.

Ophir- Famous for gold, Job 2224. Comes between Sheba and Havilah in
Gen 1028-29 list, so some say S.W. Arabia, and suggest the long time
in transit was due to coastal trading. Others suggest Somalia, or
Zanzibar-Zimbabwe. A good case can be made for India & al the
products were well known as trade items in Ancient India. The Hebrew
word Qoph seans related to the Sanskrit word for monkeys. If Peamock
Is the corred tranglation, peawcks could come only from India. An
ancient trade route between Africa and India used the seasonal Trade-
winds. Having to wait for these would acourt for the threeyeas time
taken. What they could SELL to Indiais uncertain.

420 Talents Gold- 120in LXX. The pursuit of plessure and pes®ssons is
ADDICTIVE - a TRAP. The quantity of Gold listed in these dchapters
may seem too ged to be redistic. It's helpful to compare them with the
quantities of Gold listed in seaular sources. According to the available
records the Assyrian king Tiglath Pileser 1l receved 150 talents of
Gold from conquered Tyre in 730 BC. When Sargon Il conquered
Babylon he gave from the spal 154 Talents of gold to the gods of
Babylon. Thutmose Il included in his gifts to the Temple of Amun
abou 13.5 tons of Gold. Pharaoh Sheshongl (Shishak, in the Bible) is
said to have taken al the Gold treasures from the Temple and Palace
that Solomon bult. This fits well with what remains of his report on the
campaign foundin Egypt. His ©on Orsokon | records that he gave vast
quantiti es of gifts to the Temples of Egypt. What can still beread dof this
list amounts to 200tons of gold, and a similar amount of silver. The
Greeks reaord that when Alexander the Greda conquered Persia he
cgptured almost 7000 tons of gold, 1,180 tons of that gold being the
spail from the southern cepital city of Susa. Bar 19893. That there was
considerable wedth in Judah in the times of its ealy kingsis srown by
the fad that threepoattery jars from that period were dug upat Eshtemoa,
south of Hebron and foundto contain abou 30 Kg of silver. Bar 19876.

10:1-13 The Vist of the Queen of Sheba

10:1-7 The Queen of Sheba- Sabed? The fertiie S W of Arabia, including
Yemen, was the home of the Sabeans, Job 1,15; Isa 45:14; Joel 3:8.
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She

heaing what He had to say.

@ame to prove him with hard questions- Chidah- Some chidah like
Samson's Riddle, Jud 148-18, were merely a matter of matching wits
for entertainment. Whil e skill i n this was valued, others, as in Proverbs,
were used to draw attention to spiritual, moral, or praaicd Truths. (She
may have dso been testing hs business philosophy and ethics as a
trading partner.) These gave instruction and helped heaers develop the
ability to think clealy. (Cp Socrates teading by means of asking
questions.) Solomon urravelled many such for her, and the Lord's
guaing her as an example suggests that she sought and found answers
to serious iritual questions. (Note the Lord dd na tease the mind d
Moses with Chidah, Num 12:8.)

10:2 Came to Jerusalem with a great Caravan.. Spices- Besem- Balm.

Arabias greaest product, used among dher things for EmBALMing the
dead. Carbon citing d remains indicate that the states of South Arabia
were wedthy in the time of Solomon. A South Arabian clay sed from
the ealy days of the Isradite monarchy has been dug upat Bethel.
Gold, Precious gones- Consultant's fees ARE high!

10:3-5 Solomon answered all her questions.. When she saw Solomon's

Wisdom.. Palace, the cdering, the servants and court officials, all
dressed up HIS ASCENT BY WHICH HE WENT UP TO THE
HOUSE OF THE LORD/Burnt offerings he made at the Temple-
How he went abou his worship! If his bodyguard caried the 200 Gold
Shields as Rehobaam's did with the bronze ones, 14:28 that would have
been impressve. She was overwhelmed- Most impressed, and said:

10:6-9 The report was true.. Far excealed.. How HAPPY all your

servants must be to work for you. God must redly love Israd to have
given them awonderful man like you astheir King. She saw Solomon as
ablesang ganted to Israd. Visitors may notice how privileged citizens
are, but the loca residents may take their privileges for granted urtil
they are lost. But also the locds e the downside behind the bright
show! The sad fad was those who were with David becane MIGHTY
MEN who dd brave things for David and for God. Those who were
with Solomon, became wise, but also proud and selfish, 12:6-11. What
do peoplelean from us? Blessd is.. Ps 1, etc.

13
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Footnote **7 Provan writes "10:3 shows that Solomon knows all the answers, bu is he ay longer
asking the right questions? Have WISE WORDS playfully exchanged with visiting
dignitaries replaced wise adion on kehalf of his people, 3:7-97"

10:10, 13 She Gave 120 Talents. King Solomon Gave- While exchanging
gifts out of mutual resped and appreaation a wmmercial trade ded
would also be involved, and stated this way acording to pdite Eastern
custom. That Solomon gave acording to his royal bourty is a reminder
that the Lord of Glory from His infinite wedth, gives to repentant
sinners, acaording to His infinite grace Rom 5:15, 17, 20 Eph 1.7; 3:16;
Phil 4:19.

10:11-12 Gold from Ophir, Almug wood- Sandalwood pasbly.
PILL ARS Supports- Or, Steps? Ladders? - To stand onwhen working
at the Seg Lavers, and Altar? Harps. Solomon oliained this valuable
wood in large quantities. Ras Shamra and Al Alakh texts dow it as
being wsed for fine furniture. Never been seen sincethat day- Suggests
written alongtime later as areminder of the past glory.

10:14-29 Solomon's Gold & Glory

(Exercise of God-given Lordship can ke for mutual benefit or be selfish, 1Pet 5:1-4.)

10:14-15 The weight of Gold in one year was 666 Talents- The
INCOMING Gold is listed, but not the OUTGOING gold, so it's
turnover, not annual gain. It may seem an incredibly large anourt to us,
but is reasonable in comparison with amounts of Gold listed in seaular
sources. **8

Not including revenue (taxes) for Merchants.. Traders.. Arabian Kings-
Levied on Caravans as he ontrolled the inland Spice trade route
through Damascus when he put a Governor there, and also the Agaba-
Gazaroute, as well as the mastal North-South trade to/from Egypt.
Governors- Of districtsin theland o Israd.

200 Shields- Large shields used to proted the whole body. 300 small
shields.. of GOLD- Such shields are mentioned in connedion with a
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One & ead end d the six steps. Twelve was a significant number - 12
tribes of Israd. Judah was a Lion in Jacob's blessng d the tribes, Gen
49:9. a Rounded top- Perhaps curved over badkwards like that shown
on the Sarcophagus of Ahiram King d Byblos, SOLOMON'S
PALACES, Usgshkin, P 91. None like it- Not necessarily that it was
superior to the thrones of other kings, simply that it was an original.

All King Solomon's drinking vessls, etc were Gold- Beautiful golden
examples of such have been dug upin Assgyria, Babylonia, Egypt etc.
Tutankhamen was a very unimportant Pharaoh, but the treasures found
in his tomb gve some idea of the amournt of Gold in use in ancient
times. But while such displays of wedth were natural for godesskings
it's sad to see Solomon descending to the level of a diildish love of
showing df hiswedth. Building the Temple to the Glory of God seans
now to have beaome aprelude to bulding a palaceto the Glory of
Solomon, and continuing to decorate it. Having legun by glorifying
GOD with gdd he now used it to dorify himself. Praising God for
success in His srvice can dift into smug awareness that we ae a
success

10:22 Fled of THARSHISH/Trading Ships- Ships built li ke those trading
with Tarshish aaoss the Mediterranean Sea Jer 10:9; Ezek 27:1-12;
Jonah 1:3. (Greeks traded with Tartesaus in Spain 8h- 7th century BC.)
lvory, Ebony- From Ceylon, or a similar woodfrom East Africa Apes-
Qoph and Peacocks- Tukkim. Kapi and Togel, if from Sanskrit. Apes
and Baboors - GF and KY if Egyptian. Stkkim- Negroes if Tukkim is
mis-spelled. OR, Ivory and Ebory carved and cut!

10:23-24 King Solomon was greater in Riches and Wisdom than all the
other Kings- Of the known lands around It may be afadual statement,
but passbly the writer is quaing from the Court records of the time. In
which case it means that from Solomon's point of view he was richer
and wiser. The inspired Word of God acarrately quaes such urtruthful
people & the mwardly Ten Spies, Deu 1:28 9:1. Ignaant Jephthah,
Judg 1124 (Chemosh hadn't given them their land.) Satan, Job, 2:4;
Job's lying Comforters, Job 427-9, and Solomon's worldly wisdom, Ecc
7:16, withou meaning that their statements are true in God's sght.

The Whole World sought audience with Solomon- People from the
courtries around camne to hea Solomon's wisdom, and admire his
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securlty within the dernal purposes of God and as Gold filled his gaze
he souglt to protea that gold with what gold could buy, Woe unto those
who go dovn to Egypt and rely on hases. Isa 31:1. Sare trust in
horses.. but we trust in the Lord ou God, Ps 20:7.

10:27-29 The King made Silver and Gold common. Solomon's Hor ses
were imported from Egypt- Mizraim- Some have suggested Musri,
apparently nea Kue (now Southern Turkey) as at the time they were
famous for horse breeding and selli ng, and Egypt had to import Timber,
so the trade in hases and chariots going SOUTH makes snse. But
Egypt could well import timber and export chariots, and bdh import and
export horses. The Scripture is describing trade that was going bdh
ways, from which Solomon profited, and it was from Egypt that hisidea
of havinga dariot army would have come, Deu 17:16.

Linen yarn at a price- Egypt was famous for its linen flax, Ex 9:31, and
linen cloth. It would be aprofitable royal monopdy. Kings of Hittites
and Arameans- Hittite Rulers over Aramean subjeds were commonin
Northern Syriafoll owing the bregk-up d the Hittite Empire.

11:1-43 Solomon's Apostasy & t he Consequences

11:1-8 King Solomon loved many foreign women besides Pharaoh's
daughter- She's not mentioned as leading him astray. Tradition says she
becane aJewish proselyte. Moabites, Ammonites.. the Lord had told
thelsraelites" You must not intermarr y.. they will turn your hearts-
Prov 4:20 Keep thy heart with al diligence. after their gods.. Moledh
**9  The Canaanite religions had similar types of offerings, so to a
gpiritually careless person it might seem harmlessto join in the better
aspeds of their worship. Solomon was far too wise to step straight into
idolatry, but having become tolerant towards it, comfortable with it, he
finally became invaved in it. A similar process goes on today when in
the false professon d Christian "love" Christians become tolerant of
doctrinal or mora sin. (TRUE Christian love, stands with the God o
Love, and abhars any belief or adion that He condemnsin His Word.)

700 Wives, **10 Princeses- As with Pharaoh's daughter aajuired for
paliticd reasons or prestige. Held fast to them in love- Not the God-
ordained love of Gen 224, but they, colledively, displacel his love for

16



grew old his wives turned his heart after other gods- A matter of
HEART, and d visible, puldic goostasy that influenced the nation to
follow him. Out of fondressfor them, and for pdliti cd/ trade reasons he
built smaller Temples for his wives and their courtrymen to worship in -
no matter how indecent, cruel, or abominable that worship was. **11
Solomon worshipped HIS GOD as he diose, and then joined them in
their worship. Solomon built a High Place for, and for- See 2 Ki
23:13. The satellite Temples around Jerusalem emphasised pditicd/
cultural ties with surroundng retions, and may have been excused as
being subservient to the Lord in the grea Temple. This explanation may
have satisfied Solomon. It did NOT satisfy the Lord. Cp Aaron's
justifying explanation d the Golden caf worship! Ex 3222-24.

11:9-10 The Lord became angry because his heart turned away from the
Lord the God of Israel- Full titl e, emphasising that Solomon's apostasy
affeded God's eternal purpaoses for His people. When we sin it affeds
our fellow-believers, and frustrates the loving puposes of our Lord.
God in Grace ad for His purposes had chosen Solomon, when
Adonjah had the right of inheritance and strong suppat, 1:5-7.
Solomon hadn't EARNED his position, it came to him through David,
who hed trained him, and uged him to honou the Lord, 2:2-4; 1 Chr
28:1-21. Hints that Solomon was heading for troubde spiritually were
given in 31-3; 4:26. We're now told that although fe loved the Lord,
3:3, it wasn't whaole-heatedly, Deu 6.5; 10:12; 11:1, 22; 30:20, as he
aso LOVED/ CLEAVED TO foreign women. It was fine for him to
pray that the Lord would turn the Isradites heat to Himself, but useless
when Solomon chase to turn his heat to foreignwomen andidals.

Who had appeared to him twice. forbidden Solomon to follow other
gods- In spite of the Lord, who krew where his temptations lay, having
stooped in mercy to speek diredly to Solomon. And spedficdly
warning hm that to doso would make it impossble for God to use him
for the fulfilli ng d His purpose of blessng onlsrad.

11:11-13 Since this is your attitude | will tear the Kingdom away from
you- Solomon had torn himself away from the Lord and His fell owship/
obedience He hadn't kept God's Covenant and Laws  he had forfeited
the ovenant Kingdan. Solomon's divided heat frustrated God's
purposes of blessng, and resulted in a divided Kingdan. This is a
warning to Us. | will give it to your SERVANT/subordinate- Ebed-
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has nown gea grace given high paitions in His work, may be the
least willi ng to repent. Ahab did for 3 years. Solomon and Hezekiah, I1sa
39, not a al. How much you and | nead to seek the graceof prompt
repentance

| will give him ONE tribe for the sake of David my servant, and for the
sake of Jerusalem which | have dhosen- Your son will | ose 10 tribes.
I'll leave him 1 tribe, in addition to his own tribe Judah. (Leadership of
Judah was his by right, and it was unlikely that Judah having enjoyed a
privileged pasition would dsown their tribal head.)

11:14-43 Opposition increases until Solomon Dies

11:14-17 The Lord raised up aganst Solomon an adversary- A Saan.
When a man's ways please the Lord He makes even his enemies live at
peacewith him, Prov 167. This had been true in 5.4. Hadad.. from the
roya line of Edom. Joab and the Israelites dayed until they had
destroyed all the men in Edom- That is they stayed urtil they had
stamped ou any organised oppaition. Edom remained a nation, but
subardinate. While God stirred up Hadad as an adversary, He did so by
the processof Israd reging what they had sown.

11:18-19 Pharaoh gave Hadad a house.. gave him a sister of hisown wife
In marr iage- Solomon may no longer have been popuar with Pharaoh
as a new dynasty began abou thistime. A shrewd king made dl sorts of
aliances with ather royal families, so as to be ready to use them to
advantage whichever way things developed.

11:20-22 David and Joab dead- Solomon's expensive "Professonal” army
was no threa to a guerill a "Independence for Edom" movement. France
in Algeria, and USA in Vietnam have proved that in ou lifetime. In a
sense Solomon was right in having Joab kill ed, but he and Israd had to
pay apricefor enforcing justice, as we dways do.

11:23-25 God raised another adversary- Satan REZON. He had fled from
Hadadezer King of Zobah.. became the leader of a band of rebels-
Much as David had fled from Saul. Leading a hurted band d men is
excdlent milit ary training, and preparation for taking over a curtry.
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hewas in aposmon to buld up bah wedth, and an army Rezon could
demand ahigh pricefor "proteding' the trade caavans, and undficially
raid them if he wasn't paid. This made him a thorn-in-the-flesh "satan"
to Solomon's greead for Gold and Glory - and realy to throw off any
pretenceto being uncer Israd's control, as onas the dance cane.

11:.26-28 Also Jeroboam rebelled. An Ephraimite- And therefore likely to
resent the new supremacy of Judah and Jerusalem. A MIGHTY MAN-
Gibba of VALOUR/standing- Chayil- As Gideon was, Judg 612
INDUSTRIOUS. Solomon put him in charge of the whole labour
force of the house of Joseph- The important tribes of Ephraim and
Manassh. Jerobcam had netural leadership ability and dive. By
Solomon's adion, under God, he was gaining experience in leadership,
and making weful contads. This meant he was positioned to lead a
succesgul popuar rebelli on by the Northern Tribes.

11:28-39 Jeroboam.. Ahijah met him- A Call to Kingship. (Not anointed
King, but off ered Kingship.) Ahijah took df his own coat, ripped it into
12 peces, and gave 10 to Jerobcam. Cp 1 Sam 15:26-29. He explained
this aded parable by saying The Lord, the God of Israel says, | am
going to tear the Kingdom out of Solomon's hand and give you ten
tribes.. because they (The nation, as often, followed the King. The
King must accet resporsibility for what the nation dces) have
forsaken me. But for David's ske.. one tribe- David's own tribe
Judah belonged to his descendants by right. God added ore tribe to this,
the tribe of Benjamin. God intervened to inform Jerobcam of His
intentions, as a dhallenge for him to rule to the Glory of God, and the
fulfilment of His purposes of blessng for His people. But equally God
raised upthese three alversaries, by the normal processes of sowing and
reging ontheir part, and onthe part of David, whose deliverance of
Israd automaticaly made enemies of the nations he defeaed, and
Solomon who ruled oppessvely to livein luxury.

If you do whatever | command.. walk in my ways.. do right.. as David
did.. I will build you a SURE HOUSE/enduring Dynasty as | built
for David- Gods Gift, the equivalent of God's offer to Solomon Ask
what you wish.. 3:5, and with it the IF of sovereign resporsibility.
Solomon's resporse is e to be good when we see how Jerobcam
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The REST OF THE ACTS/other events.. are written in the book- The
court records no doulh boasted of his grea deads and wisdom. These
boasts rang hdlow to the writer of Kingswho daced alongside them the
record of how they stood in the light of eternity. Today the Media
endlesdy glorify the suppaedly GREAT and POPULAR people of our
world. A grea contrast will be seen when the "Books are opened,” Rev
20:12.

Solomon reigned 40 years.. died.. buried- Deah ends the oppatunity to
respond to the grace of God, and serve Him on eath. But our life
continues to witnessin time and eternity. May the encouragement of
what the Graceof God has dore for us and through s, be the message
our life leaves, rather than the warning d our folly.

Chapters12- 14 REHOBOAM & JEROBOAM

(Rehoboan inherited a dace of blessng. Jeroboam was offered ore. Both despised
it and failed to respond.In my youth dd men were quick to warn aganst
Jeroboan-style rebellion. But to be fair we must also warn aganst Jeroboan-
style arrogart indfference to protests aganst the burden of an eve-growing
tradition that is no longr meding people's neals. But, like Sdomon's
entrenched power, has moved that tradition from being God-centred to Saif-
centred.)

12:1-33 Rehobhoam & Jeroboam Divide Israel

Rehoboam went to Shedhem- SeeGen 126; 33:18-20; Josh 24 In the time
of Judges no Isradite unity had been possble. The ceitral tribes of
Ephraim and Manasseh were largely cut off from the northern ores by
the Canaanites occupying Megiddo, Beth Shan, and the plains between
them. And cut off from Judah in the south by Jebusite Jerusalem, the
Gibeonites, and the Phili stines in Geze. Ephraim's pride and jedousy
were obviousin Jud 81-4; 12:1-7. The Northern tribes had been slow to
accet David as King, and dd so onthe basis of a mvenant, 2 Sam 5:3.
Rehobaam had to come to their town of Schedhem and dscussthe terms
under which they would accept him. Jerobcam, who would have known
their resentment against Solomon's heavy-handedness 11:28, had
returned/ been recdl ed to be their spokesman.
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10:42-45. The old court officials whod leaned from Solomon's paliti cd
wisdom may have had something d this in mind. Or simply said in
effed "Promise what they ask and they'll ea out of your hand. You risk
losing them if you dort." Their words may have implied that it was only
aPOLITICAL promise that he wouldn't haveto kegp orcehe was firmly
In charge.

12:8-15 Rehoboam consulted the young men- The 40 yea old friends
whaod grown upwith him and hed leaned from Solomon's increasingly
selfish life-style, said what would please him, "Y oure King, you can do
what you like, show them who's bass Tell them that youll be tougher
than your father was." He did, and 10 tribes made Jerobcam King.
Rehobam's folly is obvious to us. Our own rever is. All David's life he
had stoodin the presence of God/ adknowledged the redity of God and
of His righteous, wise, merciful will and puposes. This gave him a
sense of propation, and meant that even sin and folly weren't fina -
repentance and restoration were possble. He had urged Solomon to do
S0, 2:2-4. At first Solomon hed been like that in 3:4-15. But Rehobcam's
mother was an Ammonite, and he had seen Solomon worshipping her
"god' or hisown "god' asif he, Solomon, could dowhat he liked - as if
he himself as king was more important than either!

The King would not listen.. Whips.. Scor pions- Possbly whips with bore
or metal inserts, to bite into the flesh, as with the Roman scourges. This
was from the Lord- In the midst of human self-pleasing deasions,
God's will was being caried ou. Cp Ex 7:13. God ddnt approve of
either Rehobaam's boastful folly, or Jerobocam's rebellion. Both were
defying the Lord in what they did, and yet they were fulfilling His
promise of what the end d Solomon's apostasy would be, 11:9-13.
Those who ignae and defy God, prove God's predictions to be right.
Just as, with a happy result, those dowho respond dadly to His offers of
Mercy under God's vereignty - al reg what they sow.

12:16-20 When Israel saw the King refused to listen to them.. " What
share have wein David.. To your Tents O Israel"- Most of them lived
In houwses, but they used the old slogan which meant "Everyone look
after himself, and hs own interests." See 22,36, 2 Sam 20:1. The
Israelites living in the towns of Judah Rehoboam still ruled over-
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When all Israel heard Jeroboam had returned they made him King-
Those asmbled at Shedhem had chosen hhm as pokesman. His adions
had pleased them, so on their return to their homes everyone dedded
that he was the natural choicefor their new king, cp 11:26-38.

12:21-24 Rehoboam mustered.. from Judah and Benjamin- The northern
part of Benjamin, including Bethel, apparently joined the Northern
tribes. 180 000fighting men- LXX 120, 000. Able-boded men who
could be reauited as a temporary army. to regain the kingdom-
Jerusalem was the centre for both tribes. Both had had their share in
ruling, and so had many armed men, and would be reluctant to gve up
their favoured status. (Nea the dose of David's reign Judah alone could
number 500000 against the 800, 000in Israd, 2 Sam 24:9.)

But this word of God came to Shemaiah the man of God- ONE man to
stand against a King and such an army! But one man spe&king for God,
in fellowship with God, is sufficient to enable God's will to be dore.
What he says, God is also saying in the heats and minds of the heaers.
The Lord says do not fight aganst your brothers.. for this is my
doing. So they obeyed- If LOVE for our brothers doesn't stop us,
common sense shoud stop ws carrying onafight with ou brothers. God
would have to change their heats for re-uniting to work.

12:25-27 Jeroboam fortified Shechem- It was now the caita of the aea
inhabited by 10 tribes, so must be made astrong centre for the King and
his government. Built Peniel- As astrongcity for governing the land on
the other side of the Jordan.

Jeroboam thought.. if these people go up to dffer sacrifices at the temple
of the Lord at Jerusalem they will kill me and TURN AGAIN
UNTO Rehoboam- They were probably already objeding to the cost of
building Shedhem, and Peniel, establishing an army and royal
househald, etc - perhaps getting nomore for their money than they had
from Solomon. His thinking was worldly wisdom. But it was blatant
regedion d the Lord. Totally ignaring the fad that it was the Lord who
had promised him the Kingdam, and gven it to him with the provision
that he would be seaure only |F he obeyed the Lord and walked in His

ways.
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making ANY image to represent the Lord was a defiance of His
command, Ex 20:4-5, as the Mercy Sea was in a sense the throne of the
invisible Lord. Some have suggested that the golden cdves were to take
the place of the Mercy Sed as thrones of the Invisible Lord. If so,
Jerobcam's religion would speed up the drift into Bad worship as the
Canaanite god Bad-Hadad was hown standing onthe badk of a bull.
Cp Hosea8:1-8. **13

One at Bethel- Regarded as saaed to the Lord in Gen 128; 13:3-4, and even
more so after God had reveded Himself to Jaaob there, Gen 2819;
31:1-3; Judg 2026-27; 1 Sam 7:16; 10:3. the other at Dan- Made a
saaed placefor the tribe of Dan, by the youngL evite priest, Judg 1816-
31. Excavations have shown that before and after the Isradite
occupation Dan had been a pagan hdy place and Pan was worshipped
therein NT times. **14 And thisthing became- Hayah- Was. a Sin..

Jeroboam built shrines on High Places- Bamah. Making traditional places
of worship more important. and appointed Priests of the LOWEST-
Qatsah- Literally EDGE/ FRINGE/ BORDER-line people. Whatever
they were didn't disqualify them from being priests under his order. Not
L evites- Many of these migrated to Jerusalem, 2 Chr 11:13-14.

He ORDAINED/initiated A FEAST/Festival on the 15th day o the 8th
month- It was HIS religion, HIS ideas, and the cnwvenience of HIS
Kingdam was its basis. This would replace the end-of-yea Feast of
Tabernades in Jerusalem, in the 7th month. Offered sacrifices- As its
foundng Priest, as Moses, under God, had been in his time. But unlike
Moses, totally lacking any authorisation from the Lord. He was an Anti-
Moses!

13:1-32 Partial Obediencewon't Work
God's Verdict on Jeroboan's g/stem of Worshipping the Lord

13:1-9 By the Word of the Lord a man of God came to Bethel as
Jeroboam stood by the altar to burn incense- Cp with Solomon's
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He cried aganst the Altar in the Word of the Lord.. A son of David will
sacrificethe priests.. on you- See2 Ki 23:15-20. men's bones will be
burned on you- While human remains were treged with resped, deah,
and the deca of the body were the result of Adam's sn, and awitnessto
human sinfulness and so contad with them was defiling, Lev 21:1-4,
11; Num 6:9-11, etc.

Jeroboam stretched out his hand and said " Seize him," but the hand he
stretched out shrivelled up and the altar split apart according to the
sign- This expresed visibly the fad that the saaifice and saaificial
system Jerobcam had set up weren't acceptable to God. Jerobcam in his
power and pride was hown he was powerless to ad against God's
servant. He had to plead with the man of God to ask God to restore
strength to his ailm. God had honoued Solomon's Temple with His
visible presence, and acceptance of the dedicaion dfering, and moved
Solomon to pray wisely regarding its future use, because it was His
OWN IDEA/ HIS Temple, 8:11. Equally visibly He DISOWNS/rejeds
the saaifice and altar at Bethel, and paralyses krobcam. MEN might
seethe worship at both places as smilar - astoday they see d professd
worship of God as smilar. The Lord will give Hisverdict in due @murse,
Mt 7:21-27. (We can trust God even when uncer thred.)

TheKing said " Come home.. | will giveyou a gft"- Godin His Mercy had
made it clea to Jerobocam that he was snning against God, and to
continue to defy Him was dangerous. And, as rebel sinners usually do,
Jerobcam tries to gain the goodwill of God's messenger by a bribe. He
may have hoped that as the Prophet's intercesson hed restored his
paralysed hand, the prophet might be ale to persuade God to lift the
curse from the dtar. He dso wanted to gve the puldic impresson that
he was dill i n fell owship with God. Cp 1 Sam 15:24-31.

The man of God said "1 was commanded not to eat- So he refused the
King's invitation. God can't be bought by bribes. God's srvants soud
make that obvious by their adions. Cp Elisha and Naaman, 2 Ki 5:15
16. Beware the world's offers of reward, Gen 1422-23. (In various ways
Scripture emphasises that a True Prophet of God must spe&k and ad
withou fea of or favour from men, Micaah, in Ch 22 Amos 7:10-14.
or return by the way you came- If he did he might be recognsed,
asked what had happened, gain credit or blame. His misson was from
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13:11-17 An old prophet at Bethel- A messenger of God in the "Old Days"
of Solomon, and nd invalved in Golden Calf worship. His sns told
him.. he found the man.. said " Come home with me and eat-" To be
fair to hhm we must asume that he still had a genuine love for God, and
for Gods srvants, and was glad of the rebuke given to Jerobcam, and
wished to be identified with it and them. The man of God said "I
cannot.. | have been told by the Word of the Lord you must not eat
bread"- The Lord had gven hm dired orders.

13:18-19 The Old prophet.. | am a prophet. An Angel said by the word of
the Lord " Bring him back to your house," but he was lying- How
DARE he tell such a lie! Old age has its temptations and tragedies.
Solomon's invalved women and gdd. For this man it was different, but
the root tragedy is that BOTH were out of touch with the Lord. For
yeas he had said "Thus sith the Lord!" and it had been true. Saying
such things can beacome ahabit that continues after we have lost touch
with God, Jer 23:25-38. Even seamingly Godly habits will destroy us
and ahers when God ceases to be their source and gal. When we see
once Gody men destroying the work of their lifetime by proud rash,
divisive statements, we rightly tremble. That God in His Mercy has
counted us faithful, and trusted us to minister His Word, 1 Tim 1:12-17,
and wed us for many yeas, is no excuse for smugness or self-
righteousness 1 Cor 9:24-27. The longer we have lived in His Grace
and served Him among His people, the gredaer is our neal to
consciously cast ourselves upon His Mercy, in confident faith and
obedience AWARE OF OUR SINFUL FRAILTY, Ps 19:7-14. If we
dont, the day may come when ou desire to enjoy being in the company
of an adive man o God, becmmes more important to us, than ou
encouraging hhm to oley his Lord. And ou attitude and adions in that
may destroy him or his usefulnessfor God.

13:20-22 While sitting at the table the Word of the Lord came to the old
prophet and he cried out "This is what the Lord says You have
defied the Word of the Lord.." - A fellowship med, harmlessin itself,
shared in defiance of God's will, brings deah. Cp 1 Cor 11:17-32. It
may be much the same with ather things, harmless enough in
themselves, that are done in dsobedience to what God has commanded
in HisWord.
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for Marah here has Pikraino, make bitter, angry, but sometimes
tranglates it as Atheteo- To nd recognse, to rgjed.

Brought back the body to mourn.. laid the body in his own tomb.. lay my
bones beside his bones. For the SAY ING/message.. aganst the altar
at Bethel and High places in the towns of Samaria will certainly
come true. (The name Samaria cane later, 16:24, but was used by the
later writer/ copier in order to be understood)

13:33-14:20 Jeroboam Ignores all Warnings

13:33-34 Even after this- The shock of his own personal encourter with the
Lord through the man of God. Suppated by the warning example of
what happened even to such aman of God when he failed to oley God.
Jeroboam did not change his evil ways .. appointed.. anyone who
wanted to beame a priest- It was a"please yoursalf religion,” with no
word from God to suppat it, and no cksire for God's approval. This
BECAME/was the sin of the house of Jeroboam- That Jerobcam
becane King ower the 10 tribes was God-given, and God-approved, if,
like David, he walked faithfully with God in His Law 11:31-39.
Jerobcam's SIN was that his adions divided Israd SARITUALLY, by
creding idds as national "gods," setting up and emphasizing worship
centres, priests, and feasts to rival those God had ordained, honoued,
and wsed in blessnglsrad. The Lord God o |srad disowned Jerobocam'’s
religion, and its natural drift was badk to that of the Canaanites. TO
CUT IT OFF/led to itsdestruction from the faceof the erth.

14:1-3 ABIJAH- Means "My Father is the LORD." While the Lord regjeded
Jerobcam's religion, his son's name reminds us that Jerobcam claimed to
be worshipping the Lord. son of Jeroboam became sick- In Scripture,
as in life, the good and the bad, the wise and the fodlish, are human.
People in dstressmay be more open to God. Jerobcam cared enoughfor
his onto risk makingafoad of himself. God cared enoughfor Jerobcam
to use this oftening d heat to get a last warning through- give him a
last chanceto repent before it wastoo late.

Jeroboam said to his wife- Not the only man to hide behind hs wife!
Disguise yourself, go to Shiloh to Ahijah who told me | would be
King- Jerobcam is © ou of touch with Ahijah he doesn't know he is
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because thase in fell owship with God by His gracewill seewhat they
need to know.

When Ahijah heard her foatsteps he said " Come in, wife of Jeroboam" -
We can gain goodfrom God orly by being horest with Him, and with
ourselves. Even after experiencing His goodressfor yeas we may still
try to hide the redity of our thouglts, desires, and paition. God in His
mercy strips this hypocrisy from us, and the godiest are brough to say
"God ke merciful to me the sinner." | have been sent to you- In LXX
Apcstolos- | am an Apostle/ God's messenger to you. Jerobcam saw
himself as cunningly sending his wife in dsguise. The greaer fad was
that God was over-ruling the situation to get a message to Jerobocam
with bad news.

14:7-11, 14-16 Tell Jeroboam the Lord God of Israel- The full title
reminded him of the solemn redity of Gods involvement with His
people. | EXALTE D/raised you up- You owe your position entirely to
Me. So Jerobcam shoud have fulfilled God's purposes taken up His
kind dfer. God had made the dternatives plain to him, 11:37-38.

| gawe it (the Kingdam) to you, but you have not been like my servant
David.. doing what was right in my eyes- David sinned and hs n
died. But David repented, and by God's vereign pupaose and gaceHis
promise to David remained in effed. You have done more evil than all
who lived before you to provoke me to anger and thrust me behind
your back- Cp Ezek 23:35. Jerobcam had grabbed what God gave him,
and elbowed God ou of his way and ignaed Him. To drift aong in
sinful ways is bad enough Jerobcam had adively introduced evil ways,
and hs example would curse the nation d Israd all its days, 15:30;
16:31; 2 Ki 3:3; 10:29-31; 132, 11; 14:24; 159, 18, 24, 28; 17:22.

THEREFORE/Beause of this | will bring evil upon the house of
Jeroboam- Our wrong choices may do more harm to ou children than
they doto us. | will cut off every male.. burn up as dung.. The dogs
will eat.. belonging to Jeroboam (Dogs in Scripture ae padks of
jadkal-like scavengers, 16:4; 21:24; Ps 22:16; 59:14-15; Jer 15,3.) The
Lord has goken- A final blunt verdict on the life Jerobcam had chosen
to live. The spiritual ugliness of the religion he had creded was like
dungin God's sght. The mnsequences for his descendants was that they
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14:12-13, 17-18 The boy will die.. will be buried because he is the only
one in the house of Jeroboam in whom the Lord has found
something goal- God is eternally Holy, Righteous, Wise, All Powerful
LOVE. But so that men and women could be aeaed in His likenessHe
has granted to mankind the right to chocse or refuse that glorious
provision which God has made & the ultimate st of His own dea Son.
There ae swed winsome statements in Gods Word, as when God
weqos over those who are @ou to mock and krutally crucify Him, Mt
23:37, Lu 1334-35; 19:41-44. To such men asthat, as to Jerobcam, God
in His Word makes brutally clea the aonsequences of their refusing the
Gospel of His Grace Lk 16:23-31; Heb 1026-31. But still God, as with
Jerobcam's family, does for every man the kindest thing which that man
will | et Him do.

14:19-20 How he ruled.. written in the book- No douli he had it written up
positively, but while it's niceto be important and popdar, in the end it's
God's verdict that matters. He reigned 22 years, and Nadab his n
succealed him.

14:21-15:1-2 Rehoboam, Abijah & Asa kingsof Judah

14:21 Rehoboam.. was 41 years old when he became King and reigned 17
yearsin Jerusalem the aty the Lord had chosen.. His mother was an
Ammonite- What a mixed inheritancel What would he choose to be? In
Judah the King's mother is mentioned so that we do nd forget that she
had arolein defining his nature, charader, etc.

14:22-24 Judah did evil- Not merely the King dd evil. His sn may have
been afailure to stand for God and the Temple against the nation's drift
bad into traditional worship. in the eyes of the L ord- Whatever we do,
iIsdore in His presence they stirred up His jealous anger more than
their fathers had done- By worshipping in the rotten ways of the
Canaanites who God haed driven ou to make room for Isradites. God
loved them possessvely, and wanted them to enjoy the fulness of
fellowship with Him that was possble only if they were loyal to Him.
God hed gven them posesson d the whaoe promised land, a royal
house that had started well under David, and a Temple. This meant that
they had lessexcuse than ever for idolatry,
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Israelites- Lev 18:1-30; 20:22-27.

Footnote **15 Asherah- the Canaanite fertility goddess partner of fertility god Bad who
represented thunckr, lightning and rain. Asherah dften refersto an oljed representing her. It
seans to have been made of wood, asit could be burned, Deu 123; Judg 6:26.

14:25-26 In the Fifth year of Rehoboam Shishak King of Egypt- Founder
of the new dynasty, who set out to make Egypt strongagain. He carr ied
off the treasures of the Temple of the Lord, and the Royal Palace
including the Gold Shieldss The Gold that Solomon hegeed up so
gredlily and which made him so famous went badk where it belonged.
**16 If we live like the WORLD, God can't proted us from the
consequences of their ways. Rehobaam, as Solomon hed become in his
old age, was just a greedy King among geely kings - His God and His
Temple just one of the many Gods and Temples, to be treaed as auch.

14:27-29 King Rehoboam made bronze shields- When youve lost the
Golden gory of fellowship with God in Christ, you can replaceit with
the palished bronze of Human religious effort. It can be made to look
nealy as good but to dothat is hard work, and it hasn't the value of
GOLD. And the land had become so inseaure (when people ceae to
love and fea God, they beaome like the "gods' they worship) that even
bronze shields couldn't be left unguarded so were kept under lock and
key. In my youth many people left their doars unlocked, confident that
they and their property were safe. Today so many people have thrown
off any resped for God and His Word, that lawlessness and misery are
obvious andincreasing.

14:29-31 The rest.. written in a book- Which perished long ago, as what
human pride has written isn't worth keging. There was war between
Rehoboam and Jeroboam- Pointless border skirmishes. Abijah his
son succealed him asking.

15:1-8 Abijah became King.. Mother's name Maacah daughter of
Abishalom- Or Absalom. Possbly Grand-daughter of David's rebel son
Absalom, if his daughter Tamar, 2 Sam 14:27, (named after Absalom's
sister Tamar) married Uriel of Gibeah, 2 Chr 13:2.

WALKED IN/committed the sins of his Father. His heart was not fully
devoted to the Lord. Neverthelessfor David's sakethe Lord his God
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Footnate **16 In the Temple of Amon, at Karnak in Egypt Shishak/ Sheshonqlists 150 towns in
Judah and Israd which he conguered and dundered, o which he besieged urtil they paid
tribute to him. As no tettle is mentioned, this verse may mean that Rehobcam handed over
thistribute in order to avoid bettle.

There was war- Rehobcam was dead bu the hostility didn't die with him.
We nedl to buy haostility promptly, Mt 5:21-26, or it may not be buried
when we ae. Written in the books- We dont get a seoond time round
SO as to leave abetter record. Abijah buried.. Asa his $n succealed
him- David, in sparing Saul because the Lord had anointed hm King, 1
Sam 24:1-15; 26:6-24; 2 Sam 1:14-27, established a pattern that was
followed in Judah. Ancther case of Sowing and Reging, acmrding to
the order God as Creéor built into the Universe.

15:9-15 Asa became King of Judah. He reigned in Jerusalem 41 years.
His MOTHER'S/Grandmother's name was Maacah- Father and
Mother are used rather locsely in Hebrew for Male and Female
ancestors. The Rich man cdls Abraham "Father," Lk 16:24, and the
Lord says those who are planning to murder Him have the Devil as their
"Father," Jn 844.

Asa did what wasright in the eyes of the Lord- Read 2 Chr 14 and 15for
details. as his father David had- King David had been deal for abou
sixty yeas. How could he influence his Grea Grea Grandson Asa?
David had lived such an adventurous life of obedient Faith in God that
the story of hislife is well known to this day. It still opens avision d
what the youngand poa, willi ng to trust God, can adiieve for God in
the faceof the Goliaths they may med. Let's not be content to live timid,
dull, safe livesthat will challenge nobody.

He expelled the male shrine prostitutes and gat rid of the idols- Gillul- A
disdainful name that probably originally meant dung llet. his fathers
had made. He even deposed his MOTHER/Grandmother Maacah
becuse she had made an IDOL IN A GROVE!/ repulsive Asherah
pole- Miphletseth- ahorrible thing, anidal. Cut it down and burned it.

BUT/Although he did not remove the High Placess Bamah. Asa's heart
was fully committed to the Lord all his DAY Slife- In view of 1518
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treaty between me and you.. as between your father and my father-
Probably a diplomatic fiction as there's nothing in the Bible dou any
such treay. Asa bribed Syria's King to attadk Baasha instead of asking
Godto help inthe way God chose, as Hezeiah dd, Isa37:14.

Ben Hadad.. conquered.. Dan **17 - What a disgraceit had been when
Baasha dtadked hisfellow Isradites. It provoked a worse disgracewhen
Asawho had gven money to God, took it badk to pay godesspeople to
attad fellow Isradites. (He dso responced violently when God hed this
unbelief/ disoyalty pointed ou to him, 2 Chr 16:7-10.) As Mk 9:39; Jn
15:1-10; 1 Cor 13:1-3; Phil 1:15-18, etc have now been written for us
it's even worse when God's people use His money to finance books etc
to attadk Christians with whom they disagree

Baasha left off building Ramah- He had to concentrate on defending hs
own territory. Asa issued an order- A war-time anergency levy so that
two towns on Judah's sde of the border were strengthened against any
future dtadk. Mizpah- Excavations show arebuilding at thistime.

All the other events.. written in the book- Scripture gives us a brief
seledion ory, covering matters which were important in God's
purposes, and gving us encouraging/ warning examples. In old age..
his fed became diseased- I've head this poken of as symbadlising his
falling from a gody life of walking with God. Perhaps it does, but
there's no indicaion that he ever walked with God again after the events
of 15:18-19. All too few of us would be in better physicd hedth if the
prayer of 3 Jn 1:2 was answered in ou lives.

Asa.. buried.. Jehoshaphat his sn succealed him as King- Andin spite of
Asa's partial obedience, he gave to his n an example, and a national
godinessmuch more helpful than Asa's father had.

15:25-16:20 Nadab - Baasha - Elah - Zimri Kings of Israel

15:25-31 Nadab son of Jeroboam became King o Isradl.. did evil in the
eyes of the Lord, walking in the ways of his father- May God in His
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battle referred to here, asthe Syrian King also claimsto have defeaed "the house of Da\nd
referring to Judah. BAR 94/2, etc. The Bible record dcesn't mention Israd and Judah
combining to fight Syria urtil Ch. 22.1f Syria cnqgered Dan again after that battle the
inscription onthe stone may be referring to that victory. The summaries at the end d thelife
of eat king (14:19, etc) make dea that many events, wars etc, aren't listed by the writer of
Kings, so it's not surprising that those seleded for the Bible record dorit always fit the
randam finds made by archaeologists.

15:32-34 War between Asa and Baasha- Asin 1516-22. Baasha reigned
24 years.. did evil.. walking in ways of Jeroboam- Baasha had caried
out the Judgment on Jerobcam proclaimed and ceaeeal by God. But
while he must have known something d God's verdict on Jerobcam he
chose not to benefit from what he knew. He lived as Jrobcam had
lived, and automaticaly qualified for the same judgment as Jrobcam
had,

16:1-7 Then the Word of the Lord came to Jehu son of Hanani aganst
Baasha. | lifted you up from the dust and made you leader- God in
Grace gave Baasha the privilege of leadership - as He gives to us all
gifts, 1 Cor 12:7-11. Whether in the end this brings blessng a judgment
depends on hav we use what we have been gven. Baasha operated
within the will of God and fulfill ed His purposes of Judgment withou
God approving hs reasons for his adions, or the dtitude in which he
caried them out. And Baasha was in no way exempt from the moral
Law that all men reg what they sow. A drastic, ruthless exercise of
judgment, WITHOUT THE PUNISHING JUDGE LEADING A
BETTER LIFE THAN THE CRIMINAL cdlsfor the same judgment on
the Judge. Cp Asgrria in Isa 10:5-17. God who krew what Baasha
would dg had foretold what he would da He now cdls him to acournt
with afinal warning.

of my people- In spite of the gastasy of Jerobcam, and perhaps the bulk of
the nation, Israd was dill God's people, and He mntinued to discipline
and dessthem. If Baasha ak&nowledged that God was God, and hed for
His purpases placel him in the position d ruler, he culd respond and
be blessed. But Baasha, like Jerobcam, failed to doso.

But you walked in the ways of Jeroboam.. So | will make your house like
the house of Jeroboam- Youre leading Israd in sinning as he did, so
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people willi ng to carry out God's judgment on sinners than were willi ng
to take positive adion for God. Today it's gill the same. It's easy for us
to criticise and cut down those we see & wrong in dactrine or life,
becaise our Flesh/ Adam-nature/ old self enjoys doing that. Only the
Grace of God, and the work of the Holy Spirit of God in ou lives
enables any of usto BUILD UP GOD'S FEOPLE IN LOVE, 1 Cor 13:1-
2; Gal 5:22-26; Eph 314-21; 4:14-16.

Elah became King.. reigned two years. He was getting himself drunk-
Exercising hs kingly right to destroy himself, like any modern man!
Zimri.. killed him and succealed him as king.. killed the whole
family of Baasha- All those who had resporsibility to avenge the
murder of their relative Elah, Josh 203; 2 Sam 14:11. Zimri was
exercising hs"right" to be violent, as many do today. Yet in dang so
also fulfilled the warning God had gven Baasha, through Jehu the
prophet.

because of all the sins Baasha and Elah had committed and caused Israel
to commit.. provoked the Lord by their VANITIES/worthlessidols.
The rest.. is written- In the records from which Jeremiah, or whoever
wrote the book d Kings sleded the information reeded to write God's
view of them. Zimri reigned 7 days. The army encamped at
Gibbethon proclaimed Omri King.. laid siegeto Tirzah.. Zimri set
the palace on fire round him, and died because of the sins he had
committed- Seven days were enoughto show what kind d man he was.

16:21-28 Then the people of Israel were split into two factions.. Omri
became King- The proudrefusal of God's people to repent of their sins
automaticdly brings on them the judgment of divisiveness Our fadion
may win, as Omri's did, and a new beginning results, but unless our
attitudes/ our spirit changesit can do nored good

He reigned 12 years.. bought the hill of Samaria and built a city- A new
capital city. **18 Like Jerusalem it could be fortified well, 2 Ki 18:9-10,
and keing rew it wasn't subjed to dd tribal jedousies. A NEW
beginning, but not with God - same old ways. In fad Omri did evil in
the ges of the Lord.. more than all before him.. provoked the Lord
to anger- It isn't that anger is charaderistic of God. But that anything
which ignares and defies His Holiness Righteousness Truth, Wisdom,
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Footnate **19 The Moabite stone records that he conqered the fertile plain of Moab along the
Arnon River. The Asgrians record hm as playing an important part in the battle of
Kharkor/ Qargar when the locd kings fought off an Asgyrian attadk. (The Asgyrians from
then onaways listed Isradite kings as of the house of Omri.) Marrying his nto a princess
from Tyre would have been goodfor trade, and strengthened Israd against the Syrian kings
in Damascus. But like dl adions made in the wisdom of this world it was a spiritua
disaster.

Sedionll 1KINGS1622 & 2KINGS
A NEW START with God - Prophetsto witnessto Him in a hostile world

(Jezebel-Ahab introduced a rew phase in the life of Israel. From then oneven the
NOMINAL worship of the Lord is treated as optiond. Baa was the God d
Jezebel, and Ahab was at times prepared to suppat her in this. Elisha states
that the Lord was no longer the God o Ahabis dynasty, 2 Ki 3:13. In Judah,
Ahaz and Manassh took a similar standin favour of open Iddatry, 2 Ki 16:1-
4; 21:1-9. God responded by raising upElijah so the Israelites would continue
to have the option d worshipping Him, and keing His people. The GOOD
Kings in Judah continued to take up the resporsibiliti es God daced onKing
David andKing Sdomon. But in Israel, andJudah,Kings haostile to God ae
faced with His messengers, andthis confrontation daminates the scene.)

16:29-19:21 Ahab & Elijah - Drought to Carmel

16:29-33 Ahab became King.. reigned 22 years.. did more evil in the eyes
of the Lord than any before.. considered it trivial to commit the sins
of Jeroboam, he also married Jezéel daughter of Ethbaal king of
the Sidonians- Josephus records that Ethbad, High Priest of Astarte/
Asherah, had murdered the King o Tyre and usurped the throne. He set
up an altar for Baal- Solomon bult atemple for the Lord in his capital
city. Ahab bult atemple for Bad in his. Yet he obviously expeded the
Lord to pu up with this defiance of the first command as he included
part of the Lord's Name in the names of his ons AhazAH, and
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what happens when nations turn from worshipping God and begin to
worship and live & they choose. Some Canaanite houses excavated have
beneah the foundition d the house the skeleton d a diild buied in a
jar - apparently to provide aguardian spirit for the house, to bring it
goodluck. A similar jar with the remains of a diild in it is found uney
the gate/ doa founcitions, to provide aguardian spirit for the entrance
to the house. A Hebrew targum says that Hiel did this with his oldest
and youngest sons, in accordance with the Word of the Lord spoken
by Joshua, Josh 6:26. It's mentioned here to show the dfea of Bad
worship.

17:1 Elijah the Tishbite- Tishbi OF THE INHABITANTS OF/from
Tishbe- Toshah While he may have been a SETTLER outside his tribal
lands, | think the translations miss the paint. **20 Toshab is from
Yashab- To dwell. Generally it means a FOREIGNER/ Non-Jew living
among Jews, Ex 1245, etc. But it was first used by Abraham when he
said "I am a stranger and a SOJOURNER with you" Gen 234. That is
he lived among them, but he didn't belong to them. All Isradites were
said to be Toshab with the Lord, Lev 25:23; 1 Chr 29:15. They were
given the land so that they could live in it in fellowship with the Lord,
on His terms. They were forbidden to live godesdy in it asif they had
won the land for themselves, Deu 8:10-20. But the life of Israd was no
longer God-oriented. Elijah's life was, so his loyalty to the Lord made
him aforeigner to his own relatives and reighbous.

Said to Ahab "Asthe Lord, the God of Israel lives, BEFORE WHOM |
STAND/whom | serve- KJV foll ows the Hebrew, but it means to stand
in God's presence realy to serve Him as God choases to arder. Elijah's
name proclaimed that the Lord was His God. God is the LIVING God.
He was living prayerfully in His presence in fellowship with Him, Jas
5:17, and as God had promised that Apostasy would be punished by
DROUGHT, Deu 1116-17; 28.23-24, etc that would happen urtil
further natice There will be neither dew- The slopes of Lebanonwere
kept green and fertile by dew that resulted from the height of Mt
Lebanon chilli ng the ar. nor rain in the next few years except at my
word

17:2-7 The Word of the Lord came to Elijah.. hide BY THE BROOK/in
the ravine- Nachal- A valley down which a torrent rushes after winter
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that smugglng gcats from Trans—Jordan to Bee Sheba who foundthe

"Dead SeaScrolls." Whatever the words mean, it's clea that God kept
His promise & The Ravens brought him bread and FLE SH/meat, in
the morning and evening, and he drank of the brook. Cp Gods
provisionfor Israd in the wilderness Ex 16.

Foatnote **20 LXX tredas Toshab as the name of a place & NIV Tishbe, bu no such paceis
mentioned elsewhere. In Gen 234 trandlates it as Parepidemos, used in Heb 11:13, 1 Pet
1:1; 2:11- Strangers/ Pilgrims, etc, living in fellowship with God, so in a large measure out
of fellowship with thase aound.This is uncomfortable, bu an eff edive witnessfor God IF
wetake caetolive alifethat isvisibly GOODin the sight of everyone.

Until the brook dried up. God's faithful servants dare the suffering when
God punshes rebels - Our nation is suffering the punishment of reging
what it has own in selfishness greed, and godesaess It affeds us, but
God looks after his obedient servants.

17.8-12 The word of the Lord came " Go to Zarephath of Sidon. | have
commanded a widow in that place to supply you with food- Not a
luxury Hotel. The Lord's faithful servants aren't guaranteed better
acommodation than Jesus the Servant-Son o God enjoyed, Mt 8:20.
And He may choose that either rich or poar minister food and shelter to
them, Lk 8:3. Only God would know that in the land where Bad was
worshipped someone would welcome one of the Lord's prophets.

So he went to Zarephath.. a widow was gathering sticks.. He asked
"Would you bring me alittlewater in ajar so| may have a drink"-
A reasonable request from anew arrival who krew no-onein the town.

" And bring me please a pieceof bread." " As arely as the Lord your
God lives de replied, | don't have any bread - only a handful of
flour in ajar, and alittle oil. | am gathering afew sticks to make a
meal.. that we may eat it and die"- DESPAIR. The drough on God-
forsaking Israd impowverished the Godess lands around - It still does
gpiritually and socialy. If the diurch in NZ hadn't turned its bad on
God, the world around s wouldn't have sunk so low, so fast. We may
find it easy to be generous - but not when it's our last dallar, piece of
bread, etc. But if Elijah was to stand tall on Carmel he neaded to ed till
then, depending ead day afresh on the promise of God. We dl have
some money, some &aility, a 24 hou day, and the chance to befriend
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For this is what the Lord, the God of Israel (Note full title.) says The
BARREL/jar of flour will not be used up and thejug o oil run dry
until the day the Lord givesrain on the land- She did what God said
through Elijah, and God dd what He promised. By this mirade God
provided for His srvant Elijah, and the widow who sheltered him. Like

Footnate **21 In 19581 planned to spend the Easter bre& in spedal preparation for a Schod
inspedion the following week as it seamned to be my last chance to get on the promotion
ladder. A friend phored that the Spedker at a Boys Camp had cancdled at the last minute. |
went to the Camp. Not having spent the time franticdly preparing to make a good
impresson | was relaxed/ resigned when the inspedion came - and to my surprise was
promoted to Asdstant Principal ayea later!

the Manna, enoughfor eat day was provided, but ONLY AS NEEDED.
Eadch day they nealed to trust God, and dscover His faithfulnessagain
ead day, and so prove Him TRUSTWORTHY/ faithful to His promises.
Their provision was certain with God. Their peaceof mind was a matter
of their willi ngnessto rely on Him and His Word. See Deu 82-3; Mt
6:11

17:17-24 Some time later the son of the woman became ill.. finally
stopped breathing. She said to Elijah WHAT HAVE | TO DO
WITH THEE/What do you have aganst me- Literally What to you
andto me- an oddHebrew expresson, NIV gives the sense of it. As e
knew Elijah to be aman of God, and that God was miraaulously kegoing
the threeof them from starvation, that the boy shoud die made no sense
to her, except as a punshment for some sin of hers. Cp Jn 9:3. Many
bewil dering things happen in life. It's always wise to come to the Lord
in ou worry, and sometimes helpful to turn to some Godly person. Man
of God- Usedin 1222; 13.4; Deu 331; Josh 146; Judg 136, etc. We're
challenged to be that too, 2 Tim 3:17.

He took.. him to the upper room- A shelter built on the roof, to be done
with God, abou the situation. laid him on his bed. Then cried out " O
Lord my God, have you brought tragedy upon this widow.. by
causing him to die?'- We have the respornsibility to bring to God
matters that concern those aound s, and those to whom we're bound ly
natural ties. And we're dso resporsible to do for them the physicd
things which are within ou power, Jas 2;15-16. But as Elijah showed in
his prayer, it's God alone in whom we trust, not our adions.
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of thase spiritually dead is commonly needed to lbring them to life in
Christ. And it may need to be a matter between them, us, and God,
aonre. the boy'slife returned to him- That the Lord restored him to life
after Elijah had prayed that this would happen is clea. That in the will
of the Lord the boy becane ill and was restored may have been to
strengthen their faith, or to remind them that He done was God, is
probable.

Now | know you are a man of God and the word of the Lord from your
mouth istruth- Aswith the blind man, Jn 9.3, the lad's scknesswas for
the glory of God. Her faith in God/ love for God was grengthened
throughthe distressof atime of testing, Rom 5:3-5; Jas 1:2-8; 1 Pet 1:3-
9. The woman's closing words are areminder that it's rather easy for a
man to be recognsed as a professed/ professonal servant of God.
Testing times can prove he is in touch with God, and wed o God
effedively, as a matter of heat andlife mnfesson.

The Discipline of Drought endsin the Crisis of Confrontation.

18:1-2 After a long time- It would certainly SEEM long In a nation where
Bad was pulicly worshipped, 16:31-33, Elijah chall enges the Nation to
adknowledge only the LORD as God. The word of the Lord came to
Elijah.. present yourself to Ahab- Ahab couldn't find im. | will send
rain. So Elijah went- We may be tempted to think what a wonderful
man o Faith Elijah was to confront the King, and to cdl down fire and
rain from Heaven, and hope we might build up a Faith like that and do
wonderful things. NONSENSE! What a wonderful GOD who promises
what HE WILL DO, and lets us dhare His work by telling ws the part
we'reto play init. That part may be exciting for us, or may be merely to
do the dishes or mow the lawn withou complaining, Phil 2:3-16, and
spek stumbling words of witnessto a neighbou. Famine in Samaria-
The stored grain was runnng ou.

18:3-6 Obadiah- His name means Servant of the Lord. GOVERNOR/in
charge of HIS HOUSE/palace. GREATLY FEARED/was a devout
believer in the Lord. While Jezdoel was Killi ng the Lord's prophets
he had taken a hundred and hidden them.. fed them- Some of us
might criti cise him for working for Ahab. I'm sure those prophets didn't.
Presumably like Joseph and Daniel he was such a worthy man and
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18:7-9 Elijah.. met Obadiah said " Go tell your Master Elijah is here."
"What have | donewrong.. you are handing me over to death?" - No
doult Obadiah had been praying that God would bring an end to the
drought, and Elijah was the key, yet he was reluctant to be involved in
this. If youve ever prayed eanestly for God to revive and dess your
asembly, or your family, and God hes sid "Well for a start, go and
apologise to X.. Go and dfer to help Y.. Go and witnessto Z.." youll
sympathise with Obadiah, as he says in effed "Why pick on ME! Why
exped ME to do THAT! I've been pretty GOOD redly, I'm not the
problem! Haven't you HEARD.. Helll KILL me." We're dl cdled to be
witnesses. Even Elijahs have only one experience of cdling dowvn fire
from Heaven.

18:10-15 There is not a kingdom where my master has not sent to look
for you.. swear they could not find you- Thisisthe inspired record of
a gody man, under presaure, saying truthfully that the King has made
every possble dfort to find Elijah. We must not force the words into the
folly of claiming that God is saying that Ahab ga the rulers of Egypt,
Persia, India, China, etc to swea they weren't hiding Elijah. More to the
point is the comfort of knowing that God can keg His srvants sfely
hidden under any circumstances. Elijah was only 100 Kilometres from
Samaria, and close to Jezébel's father the King o Sidon who couldn't
find hm.

As 0n as I'm gonethe Spirit of the Lord may carr y you away- Tryingto
trust and oley the Lord while living and working in Ahab's palace
meant that he was very aware of the risk he was taking. The Kingwasin
a desperate mood Obadiah was sure God would continue to keep Elijah
safe. By being invalved in God's answer to the drought was risking hs
own life. Having keen faithful in dang ONE thing for the Lord - as
Obadiah had been - qualifies us for further resporsibility in the Lord's
work, but it's natural for us to panic rather than praise the Lord for the
privil ege. In such a situation we need resssurance, and God gvesit.

Elijah said "As the Lord OF HOSTSAImighty lives- A strengthening
reminder of the greanessof God, as Lord ower all the hosts of Heaven,
and al of Credion, who was asking His srvant Obadiah to do
something for Him. | will show myself to him today."
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and feaure His removing the disciplinary drough.

18:20-21 So Ahab sent word throughout Israel and summoned the
prophets. Elijah went before all the people and said " How long will
you HALT /waver- Pasach- To walk unevenly, limp, as Mephibosheth
did, 2 Sam 4:4. Or, as we would with a high heded shoe on ore foot and
a sandal on the other. How ridiculous, uncomfortable and crippling that
would be. And in the same way there's no dory to God, or good to
people, in gving God orly PART of our life, Mt 6:24; Jas 1:5-12. They
may fed that adknowledging BOTH "Gods' is playing safe. In fad any
worship o Bad automaticdly cuts them off from the Lord, the only
God. If the Lord is God, follow Him- Israd made no resporse to
Elijah's chalenge. Cp the respornse to Joshua's challenge, Josh 2418.
and ousto the Lord's challenge given in Mt 6:24.

18:22-25 Elijah said | am the only one of the Lord's prophets left- The
100 d 184 may have aandored the role. Or Elijah may have been
wrong, as in 1918, but Scripture records his hornest view of the
situation. Baal has 450 prophets- (No mention d the Asherah prophets.
Did Jezébel refuse to send them?) Get two bulls.. let them choose one..
The God who answers by fire - He is God- The priesthood and
saaifices of Aaron and hs descendants were authenticaed by God
sending fire to ignite the saaifice in Lev 9. It was tested and
authenticaed against the dhallenge by Korah, Num 16:35. As Bad was
suppcsed to be the God d Thunder Storms, Lightning and rain the
DROUGHT had been the gpropriate test, and naw if there WAS such a
God, surely he could ignite the saaificeby aflash of lightning. Cp Judg
6:31. Elijah gave Bad and hs 450 pophets first chance A saaifice
withou fire was folly, ineffedive. Fire descending to ignite the saaifice
would be asure proof that the god to whom the saaifice had been
offered existed, and approved o the offerers and their offering. (For the
prophets of Bad to have asked for rain ona speafic day, and Elijah to
have aked for rain on another day, would have been subjed to
"chance" Thiswould be a cetain test.)

Then all the people said " What you say is goad"- Obedient Faith is man's
proper resporse to God. But in mercy God sometimes sets up a test that
demonstrates the redity of His existence, His charader, and His power,
asin the Plagues of Egypt, Ex 6-12.
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18:30-35 Elijah said " Come here.. " He repaired the altar of the Lord-
So this happened at a High Placewhere the Lord had previously been
worshipped. Elijah took 12 stones one for each of the tribes
lgnaing/ disapproving the divisioninto rival kingdams. Cp Josh 4:2-10.
With the stones he built an altar- Elijah obeyed God's instructions -
simple stones, Ex 20:25, and the corred time for the saaifice BEFORE
asking God to work. Obedienceis part of any work for God.

He arr anged the wood, cut the bull in pieces and laid it on the wood- The
normal preparation for asaaifice

Footnate **22 An Egyptian, Wen Amon, abou 1100BC describes smilar "worship" in a Temple
at Byblos. Ancient Nea East Texts, J B Pritchard, P 25-29.

Then he said fill four BARREL S/Jars of water- Earthen-ware jars were
used at the time. KJV gives barrel as a dynamic eguivalent, as by the
time the trandation was made barrels had replacel jars for water
storage. They did it the third time.. the water ran down and fill ed the
ditch- Elijah had made the preparationsin full view of the people. There
was no NEED for the water to be put on, but he was making it clea that
there was no trickery - Only GOD could set that saaifice dight! **23

18:36-37 At the (proper) time of the sacrifice Elijah stepped forward and
prayed " O Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob- Honouing God
with His full titl e in relation to His people. Cp God's reveding Himself
to Moses, Ex 3:6. Let it be known today that you are God in Isradl,
and that | am your servant, and have done all these things at your
command- The record hasn't said that God hed detail ed the adions of
Elijah, but it's obvious from this that whether God had gven the
instructions beforehand, or had guded Elijah step by step, He had gven
Elijah the asaurance that what he had dore was God's will. God gves
His srvants sich an aswurance when it's needed. But we ae to step
forward in faith to do God's will, in resporsible sonship, as best we
know it, confident that God will give us further guidance, Gen 2427,
Isa30:21; Phil 3:15.

Answer me Lord so these people will know that you O Lord are God,
and that you are turning their hearts back agan- The last expresson
IS worth spending thougtt and prayer on. | (and perhaps you) need to
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|ntervent|on That o) many prophets had crled so frantlcaly to Baa for
so long, with no resporse, and the Lord had responced at once to the
simple, rational request of one man, Elijah, emphasised the redity that
He, and He done, was GOD. When all the people saw this they fell
prostrate and cried "The Lord he is God"- An emphatic resporse to
an emphatic adion by God.

Footnote **23 Those who are quick to "believe" too much pant out a Spring on Carmel as the one
from which the water was obtained. Thase who refuse to "believe," almost anything ridicule
the posshility of in the drought finding so much water close enowgh to cary to the top o
Carmel. But what the Scripture says is that they were gathered TO Mt Carmel, and so
presumably the dtar was merely somewhere &/on Mt Carmel, 1819-20. Carmel is a
RANGE of hill syfmountains, and later in 1842 Elijah climbed to the top- Rosh- Head dof the
spur nea the placeof saaifice, which gave alook-out over the Mediterranean Sea

18:40-41 Then Elijanh commanded them " Seize the prophets of Baal.
Don't let anyone get away"- They had misrepresented God, and their
lies had decaved men, corrupting their livesin this world, and doaning
them eternaly. These adions cdled for their judgment, Deu 7.2-6;
13;13-15;, 17:2-5. Elijah brought them down to the Kishon valley
and slaughtered them- Not just paying them bad for the slaughter of
the Lord's Prophets, 18:4. The Isradites had confessed that the Lord was
GOD, but it was necessary for them to ad on their dedsion to make it
red. Christians are to leave dl Judgment to ou Lord, Rom 12:19-21;
Rev 20:11-15; 22:19. With us it's a SHRITUAL daugher that is
required - but that too may be mesyy.

18:41-45Elijah said to Ahab " Go eat and drink for thereisthe sound of
a heavy rain- Celebrate the end d the drought. Now that Israd has
confesxd that the Lord is GOD/ their heats have been turned bad to
the Lord, the time has come for the drough to be lifted. Elijah was
confident God would complete the fulfilment of His promise to him.
BUT, he prayed urtil the rain was en to be coming.

So Ahab went to eat and drink, but Elijah climbed to the top of Carmel-
So the Altar and saaifice was lower down the slopes. He bent down to
the ground and put his face between His knees- An attitude of
humility, concentrating on eanest prayer, Jas 5:17. Go and look
towards the sea- The Carmel range juts out into the seajust south o the
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6:6-7; 7:5; Deu 515, 26:5-9; Isa 5:2526; 9:12-17; 10:4; Jer 21:5;
3216-22; Ezek 14:13; 16:27. of the Lord came upon Elijah, and
tucking up his cloak into his belt, he ran ahead of Ahab all the way
to Jezred- Probably abou 40 Kil ometres.

19:1-21 Elijah Resigns & is Re- Commissoned

19:1-4 Ahab told Jezdoel everything Elijanh had done- It seens Ahab
ignared the LORD's involvement in the events at Carmel, and had made
no commitment to Him as he's recorded as telling to Jezébel what had
happened, as if Elijah aone was resporsible. Human nature prefers to
ignare God, and talk abou the preader, his words and adions, whether
approving and respondng, or not. We must ever be looking df from
man, to God Himself, or all that God dces for us may be wasted. Kill ed
(Bad's) prophets, So Jezébel sent a messenger to Elijah "May the
gads.. if | do not makeyour lifelikethat of one of them"- Jezdoel was
astrongcharader. Fire from heaven ddn't change her thinking. She was
beyond repentance. Exhausted after his tremendous day, and faced with
the fad that Jezebel remained unchanged, and Ahab couldn't or wouldn't
restrain her, Elijah felt that all he had dore (and could do left the
situation d apaostasy unchanged.

Elijah SAW/was afraid- The KJV corredly transates the Masretic Text.
It suggests that Elijah SAW/ understood the situation, but from a
natural, human pant of view in which Jezéel loomed very large and
nea, while the Lord seemed urcaring and dstant. In his exhausted state
it would be eay for him to fed sorry for himself, with THIS thred, the
only obvious consequence of his triumphant service for the Lord. LXX
has WAS AFRAID. The Hebrew word, if different vowel points are
added to those added by the Massoretes, means AFRAID.

and ran for his life- There's no suggestion that the Lord sent him, but the
Lord never abandors His srvants, Isa 49:13-16; 63.9; Mt 28:20; Heb
13:5-6. When he ame to Beersheba in Judah- Abou 160 Kilometres
away. he left his ®rvant there- Abraham also left his srvants, Gen
225, to faceGod aone, as in a sense every man must. while he went a
day'sjourney into the desert- He left the Land God cave Israd. He is
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consuous of their weakness and He |s able to make them stand Rom
14:4. Cp 2Cor 12:9-10. SeeAppendix Il ELIJAH asan Exampleto us.

19:5-8 He lay down under the broom tree and fell adee- In shea
exhaustion. A grea servant of God reduced to seeking refuge in a
desert, as if God had deserted him. An angel touched him and said
" Get up and eat." and there by his head was a cake of bread baked
over hot coals- Bread doughwould have fed hm, but God comforted
him with awell baked loaf to asaure him of His continuing care for him.
It's also a reminder that as at Kerith, Zarephath, and Carmel, God is
LIVING/ LIFE-GIVING/ LIFE SUSTAINING.

The Angel of the Lord- Sometimes this title seems to refer to pre-
Incarnation appeaances of the Son d God, as to Abraham, Gen 2211-
18, and Moses, Ex 3:2. came a seaond time, touched him and said
" Get up and eat.."

So he gat up, ate and drank. Strengthened by that food he travelled 40
days- Unbelieving Israd spent 40 yeas in the desert. Discouraged
Elijah spent 40 days crossng it, athougha man on foot shoud have
taken abou half that time. Moses gent 40 days with the Lord withou
eding and dinking in preparation for a new phase of his srvice Ex
24:18 251->; 34:28, and the Lord was tempted 40 diys in the
wilderness before taking up His pudic ministry, Mt 4:1-2. until he
reached Horeb- Ex 3:1-2. Another name for Sinai, Ex 17:6; Deu 1:2,
etc. the mountain of God- It doesn't say that God hed told him to do
this, but it was a natural and right desire to get badk to God/ to where
God hegan the cvenant relationship.

19:9-12 He went into a cave and spent the night. The word of the Lord
cameto him "What are you doing here Elijah?" Cp Where are you?
to Adam, Gen 3:8-9. God is degoly concerned abou where His people
are, and what they are doing - concerned for their eternal good He
knows the answers to His questions, but asks sich questions 9 that His
people ae forced to ask themselves the question. This helps us to see
what He sees, and ke willi ngto pu ourselvesinto His hands.

He replied " | have been very zealous for the Lord OF HOST S/Almighty”
- | have been egyerly obeying the Lord as Commander of His armies.
The Israelites have rgeded your commands, broken down your
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The Lord said Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the
Lord. BEHOLD THE LORD PAS&ED/is about to pass by- Cp
Moses, Ex 33.15-34-7. God was reveding Himself, and His power to
Elijah to initiate anew stage of the unfolding o His purposes for His

people.

Then a great powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the
rocks before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind- The Lord
showed that He had tremendous invisible power at His disposal, but that
wasn't His usual way of working. After the wind, an earthquake, but
the Lord was not in the arthquake- The Lord could easlly terrify
people, shaking and shattering all their seaurity, but that isn't His usual
way of working. This could have reminded Elijah that although e might
think God shoud intervene in violent ways to lring Israd to repentance,
unlessunavoidable, that isn't the way God chooses to ad.

After the arthquake a fire, but the Lord wasn't in the fire- God had
reveded Himself in awesome fire & Mt Carmel, accepting the saaifice
of His srvant Elijah. The fire of His holinesscould just as easily have
consumed unlelieving Israd, and they knew it. But that isn't God's usual
way of working.

And after the fire came a STILL SMALL VOICE/gentle whisper-
Almighty God daes e in the dramatic events of life, Ex 19.9, 16-20;
Deu 52326, Ps 187-12; Isa 6:1-4; 1313, 29.6, but He doacses to
speak most often, and most clealy, in the quietness of men's inner
beings, their thoughs and consciences. This rebukes all religionists who
rely on shouing, and spedaaular claims and adions, and ignae the
quiet patient witness of loving adions, and loyal-to-God persuasive
kindness It's not only those who make agred show of their faith, who
are doing God'swork in ou world.

19:13-14 When Elijah heard it he pulled his cloak over hisface- With His
hand God proteded Moses from seang His intolerable Glory. Elijah
humbly hid his own face A voice said "What are you doing here?"
Elijah replied " | have been"- He still sounds as if he was disappanted
in God/ abou the way things had worked ou. As he uses the same
words to answer God's question it seems he has failed to get the idea
that God works/ is working in gentle ways that men can be aware of
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that this was his pasition, and rejoiced in it, Mt 3 1 17 Jn 119-28
3:25-31. So must we dl. The Glory and Trlumph are the Lord's alone -
we can't enlist HIM in ou work for Him, Josh 5:.13-15; Mt 16:18.

19:1518 TheLord said " Go back the way you came" - Often for ustoo, as
Gods srvants, our first step forward with God is to retrace our
footsteps. Cp Abraham, Gen 133-4. Anoint Hazael King ower
SYRIA/Aram- aruthless ambitious Iddlater, 2 Ki 8:8-15, etc. As with
Sennadherib, Nebuchadnezza, etc such men doGod's STRANGE/Alien
(to His preference, Ezek 1832, Mt 23:37.) work of punitive Justice, Isa
28:14-21. Anoint Jehu king of Israel- A competent but redkless man,
goodat killi ng people for God, withou himself redly worshipping God.

And anoint Elisha- His nhame means "God saves God is Salvation." The
violent aggressve work of Elijah was nealed to get a heaing for God's
message. Elisha followed, working more dosely with kings, etc in the
next stage. Johnthe Baptist was the Elijah figure. Jesus/ Jehoshua- "The
Lord Saves/ The Salvation d the Lord," followed him and lived closely
with people, Mt 11:16-19. But once more the massof the nation refused
both. son of Shaphat- The name means "One who judges." to succeel
you as prophet- Elishawas Gody, but seemingly too rich and busy to
work for God.

Jehu will put to death any who escape from Hazael, and Elisha will put
to death any who escape the sword of Jehu- This had particular
reference to God's judgment on the house of Ahab. Yet | have LEFT
ME/reserve- Shaa- A remainder, remnant, a group reserved. 7000in
Israel whose knees have not bowed to Baal- Joined in pubdic worship.
whose mouths have not kissed him- In heat's affedion.

19:19-21 So Elijah went from there- We're nat to try to spend as much of
our time & possble isolated from the world, trying to enjoy fell owship
with the Lord. We nead to come gart and rest in His presence to be
refreshed and re-direded, but to then go ou with Him to share with Him
His work in the world. Found Elisha- The neaest to hand d his new
task, and the most congenial. It's good for us to do the same, be
strengthened by doing so, and then read ou further with/ for God. He
was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen- Energeticdly engaged in
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e’ff‘ and |gncre those he expeds to follow him. He can do more good
caing for the work, and the team as a whole, keguing them before him,
and paying for them, following upwhat is dore.

Elijah threw his MANTLE /Cloak around him- An aded Parable, saying
"Youreto wea my cloak, take up my work, but also, probably you're to
cary it for me - be my servant in the work of God, until you take over
my work." Often the most effedive way to lean to do God's work is to
help athers by sharing the work God hes given them to dg Lk 16:12;
Acts 16:1-3; 1 Cor 4:16. The Lord Himself set this pattern of making
disciples, and adered usto cary it on, Mt 28:19.

19:20-21 L et me kissmy father and mother goadbye- God has commanded
us to honouw them. It doesn't honou God to dash here and there to do
what we see to be His will for us, and leave behind ws a tral of
unfinished work and urfulfilled promises/ obligations, Mt 15:3-9. But
there is also the danger that we may use our obligations to parents or
others as an excuse to na do what God hes asked us to do when we
dont want to doit, Mt 8:21.

" Go back,” Elijah said "What have | done to you"- Elijah refuses to
accet resporsibility for taking ower Elishas life. He has passed onthe
Lord's cdl, but Elisha must ded with the Lord for himself, and accept
His diredion. The Lord cheded vduntees, with a reminder that they
shoud court the st before making a coommitment, rather than to take
up the work hastily, and then turn bad, Lk 9:57-62; 14:25-35. (Not that
there is any virtue in hating anyone, but if falsely, for selfish reasons,
the parent says "IF you choose to pu pleasing the Lord abowve pleasing
me, you haete me," we must accept that slander against us, and still obey
the Lord. On the other hand to set out thoughlesdy to serve the Lord,
and find we haven't the ability or stickability to cope with that service,
and have to qut, shames the Lord in the ees of the world, and may
mean that the once eger volunteq is too ashamed to attempt again to
work for the Lord.)

Elisha went back, took his oxen and slaughtered them, burned the
plowing equipment to cook the meat and gawe it to the people and
they ate- An aded parable. This would have given time for his parents
to join them in a farewell feast in fellowship together with Elijah. A
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under a deah sentence, and WE are cdl ed, to take up a position, not of
power and dory among God's people, but to serve a cucified Lord, by
sharing that Cross Gal 2:20.

set out to follow Elijah, MINISTERED UNTO/became his attendant- As
Joshua did with Moses, Ex 24:13; Num 27:18-23;, Deu 1:38; 3:21-22,
27-28; 34:9. Elisha auts himself off from the this-world seaurity of the
old life, and daces himself in God's hands for the service of God, and
His srvant, 2 Cor 8:1-5.

20:1-43 God shows Ahab that He an look after His people.

20:1-4. Now Ben-Hadad- "Son d the god Hadad," is the name of a number
of Syrian kings - perhaps more of atitle than a personal name. mustered
his entire army accompanied by 32 kings- From the small courtries
under his domination. with their horses and chariots and besieged
Samaria- It was obviously a good time to attadk as Israd had been
wedkened by threeyeas of drought.

He sent messengersto Ahab saying " Your silver and Gold are mine and
the best of your wives and children"- Demanding that Ahab accet
him as Overlord and dace himself, his property, and family at Ben-
Hadad's disposal. The King o Israel answered " Just as you say my
lord, | and all | have are yours'- Israd had been crippled by drought,
and Ben-Hadad had cut them off from any chance to reauit a bigger
army. Ahab and Israd had now confessed that the Lord WAS GOD, so
in a sense Ahab was being challenged to take his gand with the Lord
and claim His protedion. He failed to, but God ddn't let this chalenge
pass

20:5-8 | am going to send my officials to search your Palace. they will
seize e/erything of value and carry it away- Insulting Ahab by
emphasizing the faa that he and Israd were helpless All he had would
be looted just as if he had been conguered in bettle. The King of Israel
summoned the dders and said " Seehow heislooking for trouble'-
By not acceting an honowable surrender from Ahab that left him to
choose what to hand ower as a reasonable tribute. The dders and
people said "Don't agree to his demands'- Sometimes the Devil,
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The king of Israel answered " One who puts on his armour- before the
battle. should not boast like one who takes it off"- Having won the
battle. Ahab spe&ks bravely, but knows he's cornered. Yet in sovereign
GraceGod steps in to tell Ahab that now he has been goaded into being
willi ng to fight, He can gve him the victory, if he will obey Him. Ben-
Hadad ordered " Prepare to atack"- Over-confident and so busy
cdebrating hisvictory he culdn't interrupt the party to lead them.

20:13-15 Meanwhile a prophet- One of the 7000 Elijah in his despair
ignared. came to Ahab and announced " The Lord says.. This vast
army | will giveinto your hand today, and you will know that | am
the Lord"- We too are cdled to step ou in Faith in ou hopeless
situations, and say our feeble word for God and the Gospel. " But who
will do this?" asked Ahab- In effed putting hmself at the Lord's
disposal, and asking for orders. The prophet replied " Thisiswhat the
Lord says. The young MEN OF THE PRINCES OF THE
PROVINCESY officers of the provincial commanders will - Probably
professonal youngsoldiers who aded as bodyguards for the Governors,
and were used to enforce their orders. Being wsed to adion these would
be suitable for first contad with the enemy, and an encouragement to the
ordinary reauits that foll owed them.

"Who will start the battle?" " You will"- This was in a sense dmost as
daring a step of Faith as David took in faang Goliath, and as grea a
triumph. The difference was that David ddn't have to be manoceuvred
into a paosition where he had no alternative except absolute disgrace |
must confess with shame, and with delight in my Lord, that | too can
look badk on accasions when He used me to His glory, even thoughl
too aded ony becaise | couldnt badk out of the situation withou the
embarrassment of conscious disgracé HE NUMBERED/summoned
the young MEN(/officers, 232men. Then he assembled the rest of the
Israelites 7000in all- Against alarge amy.

20:16-21 They went out at noon while Ben-Hadad and the 32 kings were
in their tents getting drunk- Common sense suggests that when the
leaders of an army use their paosition for self-indugence while they
send their men into bettle, as in this case, it's unlikely that the men will
fed like being heroic. History has often demonstrated that.
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we|ght W|th people who redlsethat they are Ilkely to get Kill ed |f they
donit run for home fast. Ben-Hadad had na been an inspiring leader,
andthe war had been qute unrecessary.

Ben-Hadad escaped on hor seback- And seang that there was no reason for
his oldiersto keg onfighting lravely. The King of Israel advanced..
overpowered.. inflicted heavy losses on the SYRIANS Arameans-
Just as God had promised throughHis prophet/ messenger.

20:22-25 The prophet cameto the king dof Israel and said strengthen your
position.. FOR AT THE RETURN OF THE YEAR/next spring-
Summer and Autumn for harvesting Winter for plowing and sowing
whea and hbarley while the rains lasted. Then while the aops were
growing and gazng for animals was plentiful, men could be spared
from their farms to form an army. the king of SYRIA/Aram will attack
agan.

The servants of the king advised him " Their gods are gods of the hill s.
That is why they were too strong for us, but if we fight on the
plains. Remove all the kings and replace them with
CAPTAINS/officers- Pride is the universal folly and sin. Ben-Hadad's
pride, and that of his nation, required them to believe it wasn't their fault
they had lost the battle. They were sure their gods would be stronger
than Israd's gods on the plain. Fielding an identicd army would prove
this - except that having professonal officers who would lead the men
to fight, would replacethe kings who enjoyed getting dunk with Ben-
Hadad.

20:26-28 Ben-Hadad.. went to Aphek to fight Israel. The Isradlites.. two
small flocks of goas, SYRIANSArameans covered the muntryside-
The size of the enemy army would have been depressng to the Isradites
until the man of God told the king " This is what the Lord says,
because the SYRIANSArameans think the Lord is a gad of the
Hill s, not of the valleys | will deliver thisgreat army into your hands
and you will know that | am the Lord- An important demonstration
leson - God is GOD, everywhere. But we need to do His will or His
help is WASTED on ws. For 7 days they camped over aganst each
other- Ben-Hadad may have waited for divination to show it would be a
lucky day for him. But also it made sense for an army to camp on a
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prevent him then from biting.) Perhaps he will spare your Ilfe

Wearing Sackcloth they went to the king of Israel and said "Your
servant- Ebed- Bondservant, slave, as Ahab had cdled himself in 209.
Ben-Hadad says" Please let melive." Theking answered.."Heismy
brother."” The men DID DILIGENTLY OBSERVE/ took this as a
goad sign- Nachash- To hisslike asnake, whisper words of divination.
The other meaning d Nachash is Serpent/snake. The officials and Ben-
Hadad were ading with serpent cunnng!

Foatnote **24 These numbers «am too high. Shalmaneser of Asgyria daims Syria contributed
22,400men, and Ahab 12,000to the alition army that fought him at Qargar in BC 854.
That walls of atown could fall and crush so many soldiers is puzZing. Even if they were
casemate walls (Inner and ouer walls with rooms between) and the rooms padked with
soldiers when the whole wall collapsed the wall would need to be a mile long. Some
commentators, as usual, pant out that figures are eaily mis-copied. Others sy it may mean
27 000soldiers were exposed defencdess when the walls fell. Wiseman pdnts out that
Eleph- THOUSAND, and Alluph- OFFH CER, were bath originaly written in the same way,
until the vowels were inserted (perhaps wrongly) after NT times. Personaly | think when
facal by puzding statements in Gods Word, it's God-honouing to admit that they ARE
puzZing, bu that we're happy to wait for the Lord to clea the matter up for us when we ae
cdled into His Glorious presence, IF we're still i nterested. There ae so many wonderful
CLEAR statements in Gods Word, it's our resporsibility to concentrate on respondng
gladly and olediently to them - Walking in the Light we have, rather than risk losing it by
fretting over unimportant details, or cloudng our vision with rank unbelief, Mt 6:19-24; Jn
12:35-36; 1 Jn 1:4-9.

and were quick to pick up his word "Yes, your brother Ben-Hadad."
When Ben-Hadad came out, Ahab had him come up into his
chariot- Perhaps, following an ancient custom, Ben-Hadad had pu his
shouder to the dhariot whed as a symbad that he (like the horses that
pulled it) was now a humble servant of Ahab. Ahab seems to have been
totally indifferent to the evil Israd had suffered from Ben-Hadad, and
the nee for righteous judgment. The glory of having hs dreaded enemy
Ben-Hadad now grovelling before him, and deading for mercy seemsto
have pleased Ahab so much that he was quite willi ng for Ben-Hadad to
live so that this stuation could continue. Of course it wouldn't, and
didnt, but in the meantime Ahab was flattered.
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20:35-40 By theword of the Lord one of the sons of the prophets- "Sons'
in the sense of disciples and foll owers of the Lord's prophets, 2 Ki 2:3-7,
15; 4:1, 38; 5:22; 6:1; 9:1. said to his neighbour " Strike me with your
weapon,” but the man refused- Certainly refusing would seam to have
made sense. We must assume that if the man had been willing to do
God'swill, hewould have known that he shoud doso.

So the prophet said " Because you have not obeyed the Lord.. a lion will
kill you"- Presumably Lions, not being sinful rebels as men are,
automaticdly respondto the will of God. This one did- killed him. The
prophet found another man and said " Strike me please," so the man
wounded him- Being an oledient servant of God and used by him often
involves suffering, but sufferingin this form may well be unique.

The prophet stood by the road waiting for the king. He disguised
himself- If, as would be gpropriate, he was the prophet who hed twice
brough God's message to the King pgromising Mctory, it was important
that the king nd recognise him, so he would gve his instinctive verdict,
and condemn his own adion by doing so. with ASHES/his headband-
Epher UPON HIS FACE/over his eyes- Ayin- Eyes.

Astheking passd by, the prophet called out- Tsaag Cried for help, as the
people CRIED to Pharaoh for bread, Gen 4155. Your servant went
into the battle.. someone with a captive said " Guard this man. if he
iIsmisgng it will be your life for hislife or you must pay atalent of
silver'- An impassbly large anourt of money for an ardinary man to
possess Only if he could get that much silver loot would it be worth
risking losing the prisoner. While your servant was busy- Fighting for
his life? But more likely colleding hs own share of the loot. the man
disappeared.” " That is your sentencé' the king o Israel said- In
other words, you are resporsible for your failure to hdd the prisoner,
and the penalty which you have related to me still stands. | as your king
agreeto it being caried ou. By giving the corred verdict on another
person, Ahab showed that he shoud have been aware of his own gult
and avoided it, Rom 2:1-3. By this Ahab condemned himself, as King
David dd in resporse to Nathan's parable.

20:41-4 The prophet TOOK THE ASHES AWAY/removed the
headband.. the king recognised him. The Lord says" You set free a
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Sa/ Sarar To be obstlnate stubban. Reeentment not repentance |n
resporse to God's message. and angry the king went to his palacein
Samaria- Contrast this with David's sncere repentance when rebuked
by God through Nathan. Ahab may have been remorseful, but he
resented God's rebuke, and showed no sign d repentance An attitude
that would stea him into more troudde. His unjustified kindnessto his
godessenemy Ben Hadad is followed by the ruthlesskilling o gody
Nabaoth.

21:1-29 Elijah finishes hiswork with Ahab.

21:1-4 L ater.. Ahab said to Naboth let me have your vineyard to use as a
garden since it is close to my palace In exchange | will give you a
better vineyard, or.. pay you whatever it is worth- To a materialist,
measuring everything in terms of cash value and advantage in this
world, Ahab was ading sensibly and fairly. They would think Naboth
shoud have gladly dore the best ded he ould. Often Kings and
Dictators have simply taken what they wanted.

But Naboth replied " The Lord forbid"- Or it has been forbidden by the
Lord, Lev 252328 Num 36:7-12. that | should give you the
inheritance of my fathers- Naboth wasn't a materialist. He was an
Isradite, one of God's people. Under God's Law Isradites were God's
tenants committed to living in the land in fell owship with Him. And also
committed to passng the land onto their descendants generation after
generation. If the land was "sold" under some drcumstances it came
bad to the family at the end d seven yeas.

Certainly at the fiftieth yea "Jubilee' ALL land went badk to the
descendants of the family to whom it had been originally granted. In
effed every Isradite then had the dance to rise out of powverty and
misfortune. That was a wonderful socio-econamic provision. It was also
a wonderful challenge to live in fellowship with God spiritually, and
work the land in stewardship-fellowship with the One who gave it to
them. Naboth's adion showed that he aknowledged something d this.
SeeAppendix Il Freedom Under God - Rights & Resporsibiliti es.
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among Gods people are e<poeed to the rlsk of thls and are in speaal
need of our prayers. Home schoding can be ablessng, but apart from
God's grace and parental wisdom, it can be ahothouse that produces
rank growth of personality that would have been cut bad by interadion
with the brutal honesty common among children in general, who wsually
make sure their playmates reg what they sow.

21:5-8 His wife Jezéhel asked him " Why..?"- When God/ His srvants ask

us "Why?' by His graceit can start us thinking so that we seeourselves
as God sees us, and opens the way for our repentance, restoration, and
blesang. In Gods order husbands and wives are to comfort and
strengthen ore ancther, but we shoud constantly thank God for partners
who limit that to comforting and strengthening ts IN DOING THE
WILL OF GOD, and (prayerfully/ sensitively/ sympatheticdly) help us
to fed uncomfortable in fleshly or worldly attitudes, and wegen ou
resolveto get what we want at the expense of others.

Jezéel said " Is that how you act as king?'- Amazed that a KING shoud

allow himself to be stopped from getting what he wanted - Pagan Kings
didnt ad like that. "LET THINE HEART BE MERRY/ Cheer up.
I'll get you the vineyard"- Ahab had married a heahen wife in defiance
of Gods command. So, it's not surprising that she comforted him by
involving im in defying God and getting what he wanted by decet and
murder. This was encouraging hm to go on lappily to his own
destruction.

Shewrotelettersin Ahab's name, placed his sal **25 on them,

Foatnote **25 As Queen she would have had a sed of her own, for use on matters that were her

and

personal business A sed with JEZEBEL on it has been found.It may have been hers. Bar
93/2.

sent them to the dders and nobles- By letting her ad on hs behalf,
Ahab may have felt cleaner as de did the dirty work. He wasn't. We
who minister God's word, must accet resporsibility, under God, for
what others may say and doas aresult of the dtitudes and adions they
seein us, and the words they hea and read from us - in ou impatient
moments, as well asin ou pious hous. When we stand at the Bema we
will see eerything asit redly was, and seethe dfeds of everything. Let
us head Paul's words and example, 2 Cor 5:7-11. And may we, in the
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USA, Church leaer, etc is automaticdly a target for acasations of
present or past scandalous behaviour, whether justified or not. It seems
to me that Satan is quite caable of offering "Christian Lealers,”
apparent success and pominence, Lk 4:5-7, that exposes them to
temptation and their folli es or sins are gledully trumpeted widely by the
Media) When we hea of Godly men being prominent and praised, does
that move us to criticise them? or, as it shoud dq to pray eanestly that
they may be kept from folly.

Seat two- God's Law required two witnesses when condemning to deah, Deu
17.6. SONS OF BELIAL/scoundrels- In Hebrew idiom their characer
and adions were of their father the Devil, Jn 844, have them testify
that he has cursed- Barak, usually to Bless but here & in CURSE God
and de, Job 29. (Perhaps because Scribes felt it wrong to write that
someone airsed God.) God and the King. Take him out and stone
him to death. The dders did as Jezdel directed them- Predictably.
Even Elijah took her annourcements srioudsly. took him outside the
city- Asrequired by Gods Law, Lev 24:14-16, etc. LXX adds and his
sons. Cp 2Ki 9:26. Then they sent word to Jezébdl.

21:15-16 Jezével.. said " Get up and take.. Naboth isdead. Ahab.. went to
take possesson- Showing noconcern for HOW it happened, or for his
dependents/ paying them the price Like aspailed infant his one mncern
was that he had ga what he wanted. We can uncerstand this as our daily
news is fill ed with ugy stories of men and women, physicdly adult, but
morally infantile, who, like atodder in a tantrum, have done what they
FELT LIKE DOING with total disregard for the @nsequences to
themselves or others. Thereis no fear of/ sense of resporsibility towards
GOD, before their eyes and nolove for others. Cp the dfed of turning
from God recorded in Rom 1:18-32.

21:17-19 Theword of the Lord cameto Elijah " Go down and med Ahab.
He is now in Naboth's vineyard, where he has gone to take
possesson”- Whatever Elijah had head o the matter, or not heard, God
was fully informed. To this day His obedient servants find at times that
what He has moved them to say has poken dredly to a situation o
which they were unaware. Say to him.. the Lord says " Have you not
murdered a man and seized his property.. Where the dogs have
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| am going to bring disaster on you.. make your house like the house of
Jeroboam.. and Baasha, because you have provoked me to anger
and caused Isra€dl to sin- It isn't that God is irritable. His love for His
people, makes inevitable His anger against those who corrupt them, as
any good @rent is angry against those who corrupt their chil dren.

21:23-26 The Lord says dogs will devour Jezéel by the wall of Jezred-
Padks of Jadkal-like dogs savenged the aties in those days. An udy
and dsgusting end to the life of someone whose spiritual life had been
ugly and dsgusting.

There was never a man like Ahab, who sold himself to do evil in the g/es
of the Lord, STIRRED UP/urged on by his wife- Suh- ENTICED,
Deu 136, INCITED, 1 Sam 26:19, athoughthe word is used in a good
sense of Othniel's wife urging him to ask for ownership of springs. Josh
15:18. Apart from recaving Christ as our Saviour, the most important
choice we may make is that of alife's partner. If in this we dhoose with
God, we will never have caiseto regret our choice

He behaved VERY ABOMINABLY/in the vilest manner going &fter the
idols of the Amorites the Lord drove out before Israel- Making all
the fighting and slaughter involved in that, pointless

21:27-29. 1T CAME TO PASS Hayah- It was. KJV uses this formal way of
translating this Hebrew word. Ahab heard.. he RENT/tore his clothes,
put on sackcloth and fasted.. and went around SOFTL Y/mee&ly- As
in Gen 3314; Isa 8:6. Not merely the outward form of expressng regret
for the adions 9 vividly condemned by the Lord through Elijah. He
modified his behaviour by not ading withou thinking first whether he
shoud dothisor that. Cp David 2Sam 12:13.

The word of the Lord came to Elijah. " Have you noticed how Ahab has
humbled himself before me? Beause he has.. | will not bring the
disaster in his day'- God ads in perfed Righteousness and perfed
Love. Ahab had remained urchanged by God's discipline, and dsplay of
power as in chapter 18, and gace ad paver as in chapter 20. But now
God hed gven him afinal blunt warning, such as Jrobcam and Baasha
had receved and ignared. Ahab puls badk from his defiance of God, at
lesst temporarily, and God who dights in mercy adjusts His
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to invade the land that was under the protedion d Israd's God. But he
had nointention d giving upto Ahab the land he had promised. **26

But in the 3rd year Jehoshaphat king of Judah went to seethe king o
Israel- Better than fighting together, but Jehoshaphat had arealy
married Ahab's daughter Athaliah, 2 Ki 8:26, which was courting
disaster. The king of Israel said to hisofficials " Don't you know that
Ramoth Gili ead belongsto us, and we're doing nothing to retake it"-
Ben-Hadad had said he was giving it badk to Ahab, 20:34. So he asked
Jehoshaphat "Will you go with me to fight aganst Ramoth
Gilead?" Jehoshaphat replied "I am as you are.."- Ahab had been
trying to be GOOD, and to honou God by being sorry for himself and
his sn, 21:29. He puts this behind hm and gees badk to peasing
himself now that the Leader of God's people befriends him and suppats
him in claiming hs "RIGHTS!" This is a sobering though. How often
TODAY leaing so-cdled Christians hit the news headlines in suppat
of groupswho defy Godin defying what He says in His Word the Bible!

22:5-8 But Jehoshaphat also said " First seek counsel of the Lord"- To say
YES first, and then seeif you can get God to suppat you is a human
faili ng that happens even with the Godly. We shoud be so living in the
Lord's presencethat His will i s considered and dore. But we find it essy
to let those in whose presence we ae to sway our thinking and choices.
Knowing this s1oud arm us against doing so.

Foatnote **26 Israd and Syria may have in fad been alli es as Ben-Hadad had promised. A stone
pillar of Shalmaneser of Asgyria records that at a battle & Quargar in 853 BC his army
fought against an army led by Ben-Hadad, to which Ahab contributed 2,000chariots, and
10,000foat soldiers. Shalmaneser says he won the battle, bu his army withdrew for abou 5
yeas. The Asgrians having been driven df, and Syria wegened, may have encouraged
Ahab to attac.

So the king brought together the prophets, about 400- So many willi ng to
take up the resporsibility of being God's messengers to the Kingand hs
government. But, presumably associated with the gostate golden cdf
"worship o the Lord" at Bethel and Dan. and asked them " Shall | go
to war aganst Ramoth Gilead?" " Go up they answered, for the
Lord will giveit into the king's hand"- The TAME prophets all agree
saying in effea "Do what you want to do and God will Blessyou and
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replied- That what God had to say pleased ore or nat, was not the main
point.

22:9-14 The king called " Bring Micaiah at once" Dressd in their r oyal
robes the King o Israel and the King of Judah were sitting on their
thrones at the threshing floor- A smocth area of hard eath o flat
rock. by the gate of Samaria. All the prophets were prophesying
before them. Zedekiah son of Kenaanah had made a pair of horns
and he dedared " This is what the Lord says, With these you will
gore the SYRIANS/ Arameans'- An aded parable. Those who lelieve
In magic believe that such adions could help make the red thing
happen. All were prophesying the same thing " Attack Ramoth
Gilead.. the Lord will give it into the king's hand"- The Lord had
given him victory in the last two battles, but they ignared the Lord's
word in 2042

The messenger to Micaiah said " L ook, as one man the other prophets are
predicting success. let your word agree with theirs." But Micaiah
said "As surely as the Lord lives- Not an empty oath. The fad that
Micaah knew the living Lord and was in fellowship with Him meant
that he would tell Ahab only what the Lord tells me."

221518 The king asked him "Micaiah shall we go to war aganst
Ramoth Gilead?" " Attack and be victorious he answered." In view
of the verses before and after, it's obvious that whil e the form of words
was what the king wanted, the way he said them showed them to be
mockery. As if to say "Here's what you want me to say isn't it - you can
believeit if youlike, but it's nonsense."

The king said " How many times- To make akinglook the fod heis being,
may be for his good but it's likely to be resented. But now he had
refused the false asaurance from Micaah that he'd lapped up from the
others, Ahab shoudn't complain when Micaah spe&ks God's truth.

Micaiah answered "| saw all Israel scattered like sheg without a
Shepherd- The Lord Himself was Israd's Shepherd, Ps 23;1; 1sa40:11;
Jer 31:10; Ezek 34:12, but Rulers were suppased to be under-shepherds
for Him, Num 27:15-17. and the Lord said " These have no master.
Let each go home in peace" The King of Israel said "Didn't | tell
you- That it was the truth meant lessto him than that it wasn't what he
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tlmeﬁ they had access to God's presence, and Satan was expeded to
report on hs dewardship, Job 16-12; 2:1-6. And was used to the
blessng d Job/ the glory of God - ultimately - even in dang the evil he
willed. A lying spirit is pictured as doing something like that in this
case. **27 The arcumstances under which the Lord ardains that men be
deceved are made dea in 2 Th 210-12. It's a righteous judgment on
those like Ahab who have refused to love the truth, and have delighted
in wickedness

The Lord has put a lying spirit in the mouths.. has decreeal disaster for
you, 20:42. Zedekiah slapped Micaiah.. Which way went the spirit
from the Lord from me to speak to you- Still i nsolently confident in
the face of a true word from God. Micaiah replied "You will find
out" - All prophedes are tested by the events as they happen.

22.26-28 The King ordered "Take Micaiah.. prison.. until | return
safely." Micaiah dedared "If you return safely the Lord has not
spoken through me. HEARKEN/Mark my words all you people’-
It's more important that the people e a whole ae impressed with the
redity of God, and His word, than that any king get what he wanted.

22:29-30 The King of Israel and the King of Judah went to Ramoth
Gilead- Ignaing the Lord's advice, so asking for it was dishorest, Ezek
33:30-33; Lk 6:46. The king o Israel said | will disguise myself, but
you wear your roya robes **28 Aganst Gods will Gody
Jehashaphat makes friends with goddisobeying Ahab. So Ahab repays
his friendship

Foatnote **27 1've asumed that Micaah's gatement was fadual, na ateading parable to explain
how so many prophets were united in telling lies in the Lord's name. It isn't aways possble
to be sure whether a fad is being related, a, as in Judges 9, a teading parable is being
given.)

Foatnote **28 Instead of making helpful comment Devries argues that Ahab couldn't have said
thisasin 2210 they were drealy in royal robes! Ahab is talking abou battle strategy at a
time and pgacedistant from 22:10. But with pages of complex argument using such clever
norsense aiticstry to "prove" this chapter isn't fadual.
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thought " This is the King o Israel”- Ahab's plan seemed to be
working well. But when Jehoshaphat cried out- Zaag Used of an
army etc being cdled ou, Josh 816, etc. But also used of Israd
CRYING to God for help, Ex 2:23; Judg 39, 15; 6:6, etc. The latter
seams to be the sense here - Jehashaphat cried ou to the Lord for help,
and God ower-ruled so that his attader redised he wasn't Ahab.

But someone drew his bow at random and hit the king o Israel between

the sedions of his armour- God isn't fooled. Ahab could dsguise
himself, but an unramed nobod killed him withou knowing he had.
We regp what we sow, 20:42;, Gal 6:7-10. the king was propped up in
his chariot facing the SYRIANS/Arameans- Ahab had many faults,
but it seems he wasn't a cward/ didn't want his army to be discouraged.
All day the battle raged.. that evening he died. A cry throughout the
army " Every man to histown.. hisland"- As Micaah had said.

22:37-40 So the King died.. And they washed the dhariot at a pod in

Samaria where HIS ARMOURI/the prostitutess Zonah **29- A
plural form of Zanah Prostitute. WASHED/bathed- Possbly referring
to the Shrine prostitutes aswociated with the worship of Bad.
Figuratively Ahab had prostituted himself to Bad, so this was
appropriate. And the dogs licked up his blood as the word of the
Lord had dedared.

NOW/As FOR THE REST/other events Ahab's reign, the palace he built

and inlaid with ivory- Excavations at Samaria have shown that Ahab's
Palacewas facel with pdished white limestone which gave an ivory-
like gppeaance Also many remains of ivory inlays from walls and
furniture have been found the aties he fortified- There ae indicaions
that he fortified Megiddo, and Hazor. Ahab's ali ance with Sidon, like
Solomon's dliance with Egypt, 3:1, had pditicd and commercial
benefits, and in material terms he may have stood hgh in seallar
reaords. Ahaziah his n succealed him.

22:41-50 Jehoshaphat.. became king.. reigned 25 years- There was an

overlap apparently when he was co-ruler with hisfather Asa.

Foatnote **29 The word is used here only. KJV translators thought because it was mentioned with

the chariot it might mean armour.
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Edomites Werent freeto destroy them 22:47, 2 Ki 3 8

Ahaziah said " Let my men gowith your men," but Jehoshaphat refused-
Under God he may have learned from his experience of partnership with
Ahab, 2 Chr 19:2-11. The link with Israd and Sidon dfered profitable
use of the trade route, but see 2 Chr 20:35-37. (Apparently he had
worked with Ahazah for a time.) In my youth a solemn message on
"The Lord has broken your works," was used by God to warn me of the
inevitable consequences of work attempted for God that ignared 2 Cor
6:14-18. Jehoshaphat rested with his fathers.. Jehoram his n
succealed him- A fuller acourt isin 2Chr 17-20.

22:51-53 Ahaziah became king in Samaria.. reigned 2 years.. did evil
because he walked in the ways of his father and mother- What a
wicked disaster. Parents, and ministers of God's word, need to remember
aways the amnsequences of their example and teading, and dten pray
for the Lord's help. He served and worshipped Baa and provoked
theLord to anger as hisfather had done.

Appendix | HUMAN RESPONSIBILITY
Ahab, Jezebel & Elijah

Ahabis THE MAN IN THE MIDDLE caugft between JEZEBH. and ELIJAH.
Modern mankind are still pressured by the materialistic world, yet faced with
the dchallenge of God's Word. As a namal human keing he doesn't want to be
particularly GOOD, or BAD. He just wants to dowhat he feds like doing, cet
onwell inthisworld, withou being pwshed around ly other people, or hearing
what God wants himto do.

He's a KING, a FREE MAN with the right to do what he wants to do. Well
YES God HAS gven evay one of us SOVERHGNTY ove our lives. The
freedom to CHOOSE how we'll react to life's oppatunities, and temptations.
And God has given us the RESPONSIBILITY to choase wisely, KNOWING
THAT WHATEVER WE SOW, WE WILL REAP! If not NOW, eternally!
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16:19 realised. People say "You can dways gop the bus and get off when you
warnt to." Canyou? Actually, NO! Ask any alcohdic or other drug addct - The
freedomto START isthere, bu thereislittl e freedomto STOP.

God in His Word clears away all the uncertainty and shows us that there are
TWO options only - The TRUTH, or the LIE. The RIGHT and the WRONG.
LOVE or HATE. BUILD or DESTROY. GOD or the DEVIL. HEAVEN or
HELL. But, just as the God d thisworld binds men's eyes aganst the truth of
the Gospel, he also Wbinds the eys of Christians to the resporsibiliti es
Sdvation daces upon them, and to the wnsequences of our self-willed
actions, 2 Pet 1:1-11; 1 Jn 211. We're safe from folly and sin orly as we put
God andHisKingdan FIRST in ou lives, Mt 6:18-33; Gal 1:3-5; Phil 3:7-21,
Col 3:1-17; 1 Jn 1:5-10, etc. This involves us making the choice Paul did in
Gal 2:20.

As an example of this "blindness’ two women have said to me "I DON'T
KNOW WHY | DID IT! | MUST HAVE BEEN MAD! Theywere believes who
had keen in an Assembly, foundmarried life dull - caring for youngchildren,
having little money to spend onentertainment as paying df the mortgage on
their house ame first, etc. They had walked out of it into new relationships,
and their lives were now a messand amisery. But they ouldn't go back to
their home andchildren astheir husbands hadremarried. THOU SHALT NOT
COMMIT ADULTERY is goken by God in LOVE to proted us from ourselves
and wrong choices. Sois THOU SHALT NOT COMMIT IDOLATRY - Put
anything else in God's place andlivefor it. When we do, while it LOOKS like
FREEDOM, dang "My own thing," we soon pove the truth o our Lord's
words "Those who sin beaome the slave of sin.” The only freedom paossble to
man is the freedom of SONSHIP when the Son ¢ God sets us freg Jn 8.34-36.

(Learn to be areful abou the words you wse, the world skilfully twists their
meaning so theylose their bite on ou conscience "That was a bit NAUGHTY
wasn't it?" SOUNDS dfferent from "What a ROTTEN thing to dd" But the
NAUGHTY figs, KJV Je 24:2, were ROTTEN figs. Our English languagp is
eve being changed with aview to trivialising words that might reach men's
consciences. The more often we use honest words that make sin soundlike SN
the knder we are.)

Pity poa Ahab and Is folly. But be WARNED by Ahab.He though he could
ignae God and @t away with it. No-one can. No-one does.
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If all they hear from us is casual complaining remarks about the weather, the
Government, aches and pans, work and family, they MAY believethere's a
God in Heaven, bu will havenoreasonto believethere'sa Godin ou life, or
that He is worth knowing. Even if we speak to them for God, they may well
brush us off as Ahab dd with Elijah, bu that is THEIR RESPONSBILITY,
THEIR CHOICE, we've opened the doa to them. Sane yars agothe manager
of a timber yard said to ore of the men "Heh, Harry, | want to know
something. When | give orders to the other men they omplain, andcurse, bu
you just say OK, and go andloit- WHY?" Harry said "Well you seeBoss I'm
not really working for you. My Real BOSSis up there" pointing sky-wards.
The manager said "Yeah, | though that was it, bu spare us the sermon!” and
hurried backto the safety of his office

We may havelittl e exerience of sentry duty, bu | once spent midnight to 4 an
ready to warn aryone aganst smoking as they cossed a lridge as 100 actane
petrol had leaked into the aeek God says were ALL on sentry duty,
committed to passng onHis warning to the God-ignaring people that theywill
die in their sins, andsuffer the mnsequences, unessthey repent. And that He
pleads with them to turn to Him from evl and avoid eternal death, Ezek 3:17-
19; 33:1-11; Acts 1;8; 2 Cor 5:18-20. They MAY repent, or they may not, bu
WE HAVE OPENED TO THEM THE DOOR OF LIFE, AND THAT WE
MUST DO.

We instinctivdy say "But I'm no ELIJAH, his very NAME was a challenge
"Eli- My God. Jah Jehovah.!" People pointed to him and said, There's the
prophet "My God is Jehovah!" We think "I couldn't be like that!" And that's
True. But then Elijah couldn't be like that, bu he did learn to talk to God
abou eveything - he prayed. And people whotalk to Godin prayer sometimes
hear God tell them things to Be, Do, and Sy and THEN comes the battle to
respondto the dhallenge to oley God, Heb 4:7-11. The hardest work we may
eve doisto work at giving up ou works, andentering into the "REST" of His
finished work, andletting Him use us in His present work. But as we respond,
God works.
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groundwas dill wet, andthe grasswas growing. The Prophets of Baa were
still dead. Jezebel was dill his enemy and God's enemy. But our PHYS CAL
STATE has changed. The adrenalin rush that saw us through the big effort
leaves us Physically, Mentally, Emotiondly, and Spritualy exhausted. That's
not sinful on ou part. If we felt on top o the world dl the time we'd be
insufferable to work with. And become uselessto God. We get "I" troulde
enough & it is - "I've dorne so much for God I'm the only worker!" Seeping,
eating and dinking became Elij ah's work for God for a while. At timesit's His
work for ustoo. Our "batteries’ areflat and reed re-charging.

3. Elijah, and # God's srvants nead to GET BACK TO GOD. begin agan
with God. Sif-despair sees HALF of the truth. The other half of the truth is
that while we're hopeless failures in the things of God, God is an Almighty
Saviour who can wse us to do ou littl e bit, andto reauit others to do their
sharetoo.

Appendix [l FREEDOM UNDER GOD -
Rights & responsibiliti es.

Throughou the ancient world Kings were usualy God-kings, free to act
ruthlesdy and self-indugently as their "gods" were believed to do. That a
comnon man shoud defy them was unthinkable. The Israelites were unique.
Theywere God's people, in God's land, ty God's gracious gift, andKing and
Comnoner alikewere required to foll ow the Law of the Lord - livein hamony
with the character of their Holy, Wise, Righteous God d Love In Western
Civili sation, the concept of the \alue of the individud, and hs rights before
God andMan (that led to freeéng slaves, fair working condtions, equdity
before Law, democratic government) owes much more to the Bible thanit does
to the democracy of Greece where most of the people had novote, andwere
often daves. Under Roman law if a slave Klled his master, evey slave that
man awvned was killed, even if they were many miles away at the time. In
Greeld Roman civili sations unwanted infants were put out with the rublish, to
die, or to bereared as daves and postitutes.
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Instead d the Bible providing youngfolk with role models, the TV has taken
ove that task. In 1968, &4 a meding d Schod Principals, we were addressed
by a University Professor who hadrecently taken up a paition locally. He
said he had dore so because he expeded to gan 20years of peaceful living as
TV was 4gill a novdty here. His words were "Educationists may argue that
sensationd TV is a safety valve for the viewers' violent impulses. That
optimismis based onthe resporses of those who had dready devdoped moral
standads before watching TV. Thase who from infancy face its programmes
will demand eve-increasingly explicit violence and sex as they grow up. And
by their late teens will have becme dissatisfied with WATCHING it, andwill
go ou onthe streegs AND MAKE IT HAPPEN!

But whateve evil and folly mankind may invent and sink into, God remains
God. Jezebel may SEEM all powerful. But His Sdvation povided in Christ,
His living Word, andIndwelling Sprit remain with us, and make triumphart
life possble, aswe dhocse it, Rom 8; 1 Cor 15; 2 Cor 5:1-7:1; Gal 2:20; Eph
3:14-21; Heb 121-4; 1 Pet 1:1-25; 2 Pet 1:1-11, Jude 20-25 €tc.

E. Read 5.8.98.

(Criticism/ Corredion/ Addition is welcomed. Please fed free to reproduce or use
this materia in any way you wish, to the glory of God.)

Other booMKets:

LISTENING TO THE LORD- 1 Kings 1-8; Habakkuk, Ruth, Haggai; Romans, 1 & 2
Corinthians; Colosdans; 1 & 2 Thesslonians; 2 Peter & Jude; Revelation.

LOOKING TO THE WORD OF GOD- Abortion Protests & Lessons from Sodam;
God's Word in English; Guidance The Believer & Evil; Outline of Pre-Reformation
Church History; A N Groves & the Brethren Movement Reformation towards the NT
Pattern.

Copies of these ae gladly supdied free from E. Real, F2/55 Middeton Road,
Christchurch 4,New Zedand.
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